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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


According to the report of the librarian, during the year 
1913, 68,340 books were drawn from the Public Library; 
and in addition 26,486 persons read books, periodicals and 
newspapers at the library. 

Moreover, the library is growing with this growing.city. 
Its patronage increased 26 per cent over that of the year be- 
fore. Its membership increased by 1,896, bringing the total 
up to 7,876. It added 1,868 books by purchase and 325. came 
by gift, not including the splendid library of the late U. M. 
Rose and the medical library of the late Dr. W. E. Green. 
It is indeed gratifying for the library to receive gifts, for 
the books thus added not only increase its usefulness, but 
furnish evidence of friendly interest on the part of the pub- 
lic. The Little Rock Public Library was distinguished in 
1913 by receiving the largest single gift of books made to any 
library in the United States, the 8,000 volume bequest by 
Judge Rose, a collection that represents the selections made 
through a long life by a scholar and lover of good books. 

It is doubtful whether, with the same expenditure of 
money, any library in the United States serves its public 
better than the Little Rock library serves our people. The 
ereat benefits the public has received and the scupe of the 
library’s work during the vear are shown in the statistics of 
the following report. 

J. N. HEISKELL, 
Secretary, Board of Trustees. 


JANUARY 19, 1914. 


To the Honorable, The Mayor, and Board of InAbrary 
Directors, 


City of Inttle Rock: 
I have the honor to submit the report for the year 1913: 


CIRCULATION OF BOOKS. 
The juvenile circulation for the year was 22,495 volumes... 
The adult circulation for the year was 45,845 volumes. 
The total circulation for the year was 68,340 volumes. 
This shows an increase of over 26 per cent from the year 
1912, when the circulation was 54,130 volumes. The largest 
day was March 15, when 448 books were issued. 


CHARACTER OF READING. 

In the juvenile department 51 per cent of the circulation 
was fiction, and in the adult department 80 per cent fiction. 
Of the class books, the history and travel had the largest 
circulation, with 3,687 volumes issued. Sociology came next, 
with a circulation of 5,816 volumes. Literature, 2,976 vol- 
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“umes. Biography, 1,220 volumes. German and French, 945 


volumes. Fine Arts, 957. Useful Arts, 666. Science, 914. 
Religion, 614. Philosophy, 491. Philology, 23. These rec- 
ords show a large increase in purposeful reading at the li- 
brary and does not include the excellent reading done by 
many of the constant readers at the library who do not take 
out books. 

REFERENCE SERVICE. 

The reference department, one of the most important 
features of our work, shows a steady and gratifying in- 
crease. Some busy days it requires the time of two assist- 
ants. The High School has made a larger use of the refer- 
ence section than ever before. The library has furnished ma- 
terial for all the debates, essays, for the classes in history and 
literature. The clubs, missionary societies, teachers, mem- 
bers of the legislature, with many others, have taxed the re- 
sources of the reference department. When the material de- 
sired was not to be found here we endeavored in many 
cases to secure it from other city libraries. St. Louis Public 
Library has been most generous in lending us books needed. 
At the beginning of last year we started a clipping file, 
which has been worth while. Clippings of important articles 
and editorials were taken from newspapers, magazines and 
miscellaneous bulletins. These were classified and filed al- 
phabetically. The large possibilities of the U. M. Rose col- 
lection, a complete file of over fifty years of the Littell’s Liv- 
ing Age, given by Mrs. Myra Vaughan, and the W. E. Green 
Medical Library of several hundred volumes, have added 
oreatly to the reference resources. 


READERS—REGISTRATION. 

Many new members have availed themselves of the privi- 
lege of the books. We have added during the year 1,896 new 
members, which makes the present registration of patrons 
7,876. In addition to this enrollment several hundred chil- 
dren have access to the books at the public schools, though 
not necessarily visiting the library. 


READERS—ATTENDANCE AT THE LIBRARY. 


During the year 26,486 people have visited the library 
for the reading of the books, periodicals and newspapers. On 


September the first, the library was opened Sundays from 


2 to 6 in the afternoon for any who desired to come and read. 

The Sunday attendance was 894 for the four months. The li- 

brary was also open in the afternoons of the holidays, Labor 

Day and Thanksgiving. 
BOOK BUYING. 

One thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight books have 
been purchased, 325 added by gift exclusive of the gift of the 
U. M. Rose library and the Dr. Green medical library. In 
addition to the books, 54 periodicals and newspapers have 
been subscribed for and 39 added by gift. 
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The library is also on the mailing list of the municipal 
journals from the following cities: Atlanta, Dallas, Chatta- 
nooga, Denver, Manila, Buffalo and St. Paul; playground 
reports from various cities; library reports; catalogues from 
the leading colleges, and through the courtesy of our repre- 
sentatives and senators the public documents and bulletins 
from the government. 

The large number of books we have been able to pur- 
chase has been due, in part, to taking advantage of pub- 
lishers’ and booksellers’ clearance sales, both in New York 
and London. All books have been carefully selected. For 
any questionable order we have relied almost entirely upon 
the American Inbrary Book Inst for an ultimate decision. 
For the regular book orders we sent competitive lists to a 
number of “wholesale dealers for quotations. In every case 
Allsopp & Chapple met the best prices. We were therefore 
very glad to give them the library orders, which met with 
prompt and efficient service. 


The number of books in the library before work hegan-~ 


on the U. M. Rose library was 9,150. This number does not 
include any of the public documents or pamphlets. The ap- 
proximate number of the documents is 982; pamphlets, 422. 

In November we started the Duplicate Pay Collection of 
Fiction. Extra copies of popular new fiction were pur- 
chased, for which five cents a week rental was charged. This 
collection has been very popular and has helped to solve the 
problem of a larger demand than supply of new fiction. The 
money received from the rent of these books is used in add- 
ing to the collection. 


GIFTS. 


The library has been most fortunate in the matter of 
eifts this past year. According to the lists of gifts and be- 
quests noted in the library journals we find that no library 
in the United States has been so favored with book gifts. 

The largest gift is the U. M. Rose library, consisting of 
nearly 8,000 volumes. The library was collected during 
a long lifetime by the late Judge U. M. Rose, a rare student 
and scholar. This gift especially strengthens the library in 
history, travel, general literature and belles lettres. There 
are between two and three thousand volumes in French, mak- 
ing one of the largest French collections in the South. En- 
cyclopedias, dictionaries, a set of Edinburgh Review, 
Niles Register, and many other works which would be diffi- 
cult to duplicate, make the library an invaluable source for 
reference. Though the library contains no incunabula, 
strictly speaking, there is in it a number of early editions 
which are interesting because little, if at all, duplicated in 
the United States. There are also specimens ‘of early print- 
ing, illustrating and binding. Among the most interesting 
printed abroad are | 


1. Chevillier’s “L’origin de l’imprimerie de Paris,” 
L694. 

2. ~Traite de l’origin de Romans,” Paris, 1711. 

(Both of these contain the roy al permission of the 
“erand monarch,” Louis XIV, for the publication and secure 
to the authors a sort of copyright. ) 

3. Rousseau’s complete works, Geneva, 1782 
; 4. De Fontenelle’s “Noveaux Dialogues des Morts,” 
The Hague, 1736. 

6. *Marmontel’s “Belisaire,” Paris, 1767. 

). “Causes Celebres et Interessantes,” Paris, 1736. 

7. Montesquieu’s “Esprit des Lois,’ Geneva, 1749. 

8. “Abbe Prevost’s translation of Richardson’s Pa- 
mela,” Paris, 1793. 

There are also the folio volumes of Moreri’s Dictionnaire 
Historique, published in Paris in 1718, and Bayle’s Diction- 
naire historique et critique, published at Amsterdam in 1711, 
and a number of Latin works on law dating back to the early 


~~ eighteenth century. 


In English : 

Works of Tibullus, translated by Dart, London, 1720. 

Fitz-Adams’ “World,” London, 1789. 

Sterne’s Works, London, 1780. 

Montesquieu’s “Spirit of Laws,” translated by Nugent, 
London, 1758. 

Shaftesbury’s “Characteristicks,” 4th Ed., London, 1726. 

Volney’s “America,” London, 1804. 

Mrs. Charlotte Lennox’s translation of “Father Bru- 
moy’s Greek Theater,’ London, 1759. 

In addition there is a large number of volumes dating 
from the early part of the nineteenth century. 

In March, by the will of the late Dr. W. E. Green, his 
complete medical library of over 600 volumes, was left to the 
Pulaski County Medical Society. They planned to place the 
collection in a room in the new court house, but were per- 
suaded to locate it in a room on the first floor of the library. 
It was decided that this library should become an annex of the 
Public Library, accessioned and catalogued with the library 
books, and designated as the Dr. W. E. Green Medical Li- 
brary. The books are not to circulate, but any resident of 
Little Rock may use the library for reference. The Pulaski 
County Medical Society will add new books to the collec- 
tion each year to keep it up-to-date as an arsenal for medical 
knowledge. 

Mrs. Myra Vaughan reinforced our reference depart- 
ment by the gift of a complete file of the Littell’s Living 
Age, a most valuable set of reference books. These maga- 
‘zines were bound during the summer. 

Mr. G. A. A. Deane, land commissioner, presented the 
library with an interesting picture, three by six feet in size. 
The picture contains photographic reproductions of famous 
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Arkansans, from the time of the first territorial governot?, 
James Miller, 1819, to the present time. The picture was 
handsomely framed by Mr. Deane and adds greatly to the 
interest of the library. This picture was one of the exhibits 
at the St. Louis World’s Fair. 

The Little Rock Chapter D. A. R. presented the library 
with a valuable set of genealogies, in twelve volumes, “Amert- 
can Ancestry: Americans Whose Ancestors Settled in the 
United States Previous to the Declaration of Independence.” 

In December the Musical Coterie gave to the lbrary 
its complete library of music. This consisted of instru- 
mental music, vocal selections, opera scores and librettos, 
and music of the famous composers. The music will be cir- 
culated. Any card holder may take the music on a special 
music card. The music was very carefully selected by the 
officers of the Musical Coterie and is a distinct addition to 
the library. The club will add to the collection each year 
from its music fund. | 

Congressman H. M. Jacoway and W. M. Kavanaugh .-—_" 
cave us twenty-three volumes, Dr. Elbert Stewart fourteen 
volumes, Mrs. Hamiter fourteen volumes, Mrs. Montgomery 
sixteen volumes, Mr. George Rose nine volumes, and 249 vol- 
umes from other sources. 


BINDING AND BOOK REPAIR. 


Iorty-five books of fiction have been rebound; 176 maga- 
zines, thirteen class books and two volumes of newspapers 
have been bound. We have kept no record of the repair- 
ing done at the library, but each month hundreds of torn and 
soiled books are repaired by the librarians. 


BULLETINS, BOOKLETS, EXHIBITS. 


ive hundred copies of the pamphlet issued by the Globe- 
Wernicke Co., World's Best Books; 500 copies of the pam- 
phlet published by The Penn Publishing Co., Choosing 
Books for Boys and Girls, and various book marks to guide 
in the selection of books have been issued at the library. 
In October the library sent a “Graded Model Library” for 
Schools, a list of attractive agricultural books, and domes- 
tic science books to the Pulaski County Fair and later to the 
State Fair at Hot Springs. 

Two thousand copies of our printed folder, “Small 
Model Library: List of Books by Grades,’ were distributed. 
Much interest was aroused by the two exhibits as mani- 
fested by the many inquiries we have had from over the 
State regarding the books and libraries in general. At the 
Same time we distributed for the Arkansas Library Associa- 
tion propaganda bulletins and folders from the American 
Library Association, hoping to arouse library sentiment 
throughout the State. 

We sent a selected list of the best books for boys to the 
Boys’ Secretary at the Y. M. ©. A. Mr. McDowell, the Sec- 
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retary, had these lists mimeographed and distributed to all 
the younger boys in the Association. The boys received 
honor marks for books read. These books have since e enjoyed 
oreat popularity. 

At the time of the Livingstone centenary we sent a list 
of books and reference material in the library to ministers, 
teachers and Sunday schooi workers. The books were in 
great demand. All holidays have been observed with spe- 
cial picture bulletins and special lists of books. | These 
methods of bringing the books to the notice of the people 
pay and we hope to have time to do more this next year. | 


REPAIRS, READJUSTMENTS. 


In February we decided it would be advantageous to 
use one of the small rooms on the third floor for the Sat- 
urday story hour, instead of telling the stories in a corner 
of the main children’s room, which always resulted in con- 
fusion. A carpenter was commissioned to make a set of 
low benches and a regular story room was created which has 

erereaed most satisfactory as well as attractive. 

Twice during the year the basement has been flooded 
with water, causing endless work and anxiety. The furni- 
ture, books, magazines and newspapers shelved there had to 
be moved, all the rooms disinfected and cleaned. The last 
flood was caused by a stopped-up sewer. Two plumbing firms 
refused to carry on the work when they discovered how ser- 
ious it was. Mayor Taylor, always loyal to the library 
interests, sent us Mr. Stanley, chief of the city plumbing 
department, who with his men kept at work continuously 
for nearly a week. A new man-hole was placed in the back 
yard with an opening two feet below that of the man-hole 
in our basement. This is guaranteed to save a repetition of 
so troublesome an experience. 


CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT. 


The year’s work under the direction of Miss Marguerite 
English has been most satisfactory. A constant endeavor 
has been made to keep in touch with the children. Besides 
cuiding the children’s reading at the library, visits have been 
made to all the schools to become acquainted with the chil- 
dren. Stories were told in all the rooms or talks made to tell 
them of the resources of the library. Superintendent R. C. 
Hall and his entire corps of workers have been most helpful 
in bringing the library before the boys and girls. 

A small branch librarv was established at Mitchell 
School last year. The circulation of books there was 1,033 
from February to June. We did not continue to send out 
books after close of school. In October branches were estab- 
lished at Centennial, Rightsell, Mitchell, Garland, Woodruff 
and Robert E. Lee schools. The books are carried to and 
from the schools by the school board wagon, and the collec- 


tions checked off and changed at the library three times a 
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year. The work has not been installed long enough to give 
definite results. At present the teachers are crying for more 
books and branches in other schools, but our present supply 
of books does not make the enlargement of the scheme 
feasible. 

Collections of books were sent to the playground at 
Rightsell School during the summer. 


STORY HOUR. 


Story hour has been held every Saturday morning Se: 
10 o'clock from November to May. The total attendance at 
the story hour was 1,292. The largest story hour of the year 
was the Christmas stories when the attendance was 197. We 
feel that the story hour has been useful in bringing the 
children to the library and as a valuable aid in directing the 
reading. 

THE STAFF, 

In May, Miss Irene Gibson started her work at the 
library 28 apprentice and served in the summer as substitute. 
In October the increased work demanded another assistant 
at which time she was appointed regular assistant. ~Miss 
English, the first assistant, took three months leave of ab- 
sence to make a European trip. The librarian and Miss Za- 
none each enjoyed a month’s vacation in July and August. 


FINANCES. 
The funds a the library have been expended as follows: 
Printing, 25; fuel and light, $257.15; freight, dray- 


age and express, ceaceein salaries, $3 3,017.00; : books, $1,461.80; 
plumbing and repairs, $436.60; overdue postal cards, $50.00; 
Supplies, miscellany, $220.76. Total amount expended, $5,- 
854.91. 

Fines collected during the year on overdue books were 
$360.90. 

I desire to express my appreciation to the Library Board 
and the Library Committee for the interest and loyal support 
they have given us during the past year. The increased 
work would have been quite impossible without this hearty 
co-operation. 

I also wish to mention in appreciation the splendid and 
untiring work of the library assistants in their efforts to 
serve the library and “bring the greatest good to the great- 
est number’ of the people of Little Rock. 


Respectfully submitted, 


DOROTHY D. LYON, 
librarian. 
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To the Honorable Mayor and Inbrary Board, 
Inttle Rock Public Inbrary. 
GENTLEMEN : 


I have the honor to present the fifth annual report of the 
Little Rock Puble Library. 


CIRCULATION. 


During the year 85,994 books were circulated. Of this 
number 4,025 were issued through the schools, 24,042 from the 
juvenile department and 57,927 from the adult department. 

This gives an increase, of 17,654 volumes, or 28 per cent. 
over the circulation of 1913, with a material increase in the 
reading. of the class books. ‘We attribute much of the increase 
in the use of the class books to the gift in 1913 of the Judge 
U. M. Rose library, which consisted of over 7,000 carefully se- 
lected class books. The addition of this collection has given 
a decided stimulus to broader reading in Little Rock. 

During the summer the hbrary extended the ‘‘ vacation 
privilege,’’ which allowed patrons to take as many as six books 
on a ecard, to be kept from June to October if desired. This 
offered many the opportunity of using the books while away 
in the summer. A large number of vacation books were is- 
sued and much appreciated, as the fact that all were returned 
in good condition on or before October Ist, gives ample evi- 
dence. A special lhbrary ecard is issued to all teachers in the 
city, on which they may take as many as twelve books required 
for special work in their classes. Teachers in both the public 
and parochial schools take advantage of this privilege. 


REGISTRATION. 


The number of new borrowers added during the year was 
1,847, making the total number of borrowers 9,723. Of this 
number added sixty were from Argenta, five on rural routes, 
others from the following towns and cities out in the state: 
Forrest City, Perry, Searcy, Altus, E] Dorado, Conway, Sweet 
Home, Jacksonville, Texarkana, Pine Bluff. The non-resident 
members have application cards signed by Little Rock residents 
and pay parcel post on books to and from the library. The 
expressions of appreciation from outside borrowers for the 
library books are frequent reminders of the great need for a 


state free traveling library system such as is in force in other 
states. 
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REFERENCE AND READING ROOM. 


The library has been open for readers and reference work 
every day of the year except Christmas Day. Sundays. and 
holidays it has been open from 2 to 6 p. m., other days from 
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. The attendance for the four holidays— 
New Year’s, July Fourth, Labor Day, Thanksgiving—on which 


‘A Saturday Crowd Waiting for the Library to Open.”’ 


the library was closed part time, was 201. The Sunday -after- 
noon attendance was 2,986 and the week-day attendance 28,- 
274, making a total of readers at the library of 31,661. The 
librarians feel that the opening of the library on Sundays is a 
creat advantage for many who cannot avail themselves of its 
resources at other times. No books are issued on Sundays. 
and the four holidays, so the service of but one librarian is 
required. 
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The following magazines have been added to our list during 
the year, either through purchase or gift: National Geo- 
graphic Magazine, Electrical World, Keramic Studio, Catholic 
World, Harper’s Bazaar, Hearst’s Magazine, Literary Digest, 
Technical World, U.S. Patent Office Gazette, Illustrite Zei- 
tung. 

CATALOGUING, ACCESSIONING. 


The greatest achievement of the year was the cataloguing 
of the Judge U. M. Rose library, consisting of over 7,000 vol- 
umes, a notable gift to the hbrary in 1913. Practically all of | 
the books are class books, which required careful and scholar- 
ly cataloguing. Many subject cards and subject analytics 
were necessary to make available the resources in the collec- 
tion. Moreover, there were nearly 2,000 books in French and 
German. For this work we are greatly indebted to Miss 
Laura Brower, who had been connected with the cataloguing 
department in the Washington (D. C.) Public Library and 
had charge of this work for us. Besides the books accessioned 
in the Judge U. M. Rose collection, 3,087 books were added to 
the general hbrary. Seven hundred and thirty-nine of these 
books were given, the remainder—2,348—were purchased. <A 
large number of books, including many duplicates for use in 
the branch school libraries, were purchased at a great advan- 
tage by the hbrarian in Philadelphia. Other important acces- 
sions were the following new reference books: Encyclopedia 
Britannica (last ed.) ; New International Encyclopedia (new 
ed.) ; Century Dictionary; Century Cyclopiedia of Names; 
Century Atlas (new ed.) ; Rand, MeNally Atlas of the World, 
two volumes (new ed.); Harper’s Magazine, bound, volumes 
1-68, inclusive; Stedman & Hutchinson, Library of American 
Literature, eleven volumes; Speaker’s Garland, thirteen vol- 
umes; Cambridge Modern History, eight volumes. The classes 
which have been most largely reinforced are, education, art 
books, South American history and travel, books dealing with 
the European situation, biography, the drama, including all 
the publications of the American Drama League. 


BULLETINS, Bookuists, NEWSPAPER Lists—POPULARIZING 
METHOpS. 


Bulletins calling attention to special classes of books have 
_been kept posted in conspicuous places in the library. Thou- 
_ sands of lists of special books have been sent out to those whom 


mets pes 


we thought might be interested. These lists cover a variety of 
subjects: Gardening; Children’s Books for Christmas Gifts; 
Edueation; House Planning and Building; Home Arts and 
Crafts for Women; Books on the European Situation; Books 
for China Painters and Keramie Workers; New Books on So- 
ciology; Care and Feeding of Children. (This last mailing 
list was made up from birth notices in daily papers.) We are 
ereatly indebted to the Arkansas Gazette and Arkansas Dem- 
ocrat for the many book lists which they have published for 
us and from which we always have immediate results. | 


“*A Favorite Corner in the Children’s Room.’’ 


The library sent an exhibit to the Pulaski County Fair and 
the Arkansas State Fair at Hot Springs. This exhibit con- 
sisted of collections of books on opportune subjects, bulletins 
showing the extent of the resources of the library, book marks, 
folders, ete. On Saturday morning of fair week, Miss Ene- 
lish, the children’s librarian, held a story hour in the library 
booth. One of the librarians was at the booth each day to ex- 
plain the use and scope of the work, give out application ecards, 
etc, 
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FINES, DuPLICATE Pay Books. 


The amount collected on petty fines for overdue, torn and 
lost books for the year was $420.90. Many took advantage of 
the fact that books could be renewed by telephone, thus de- 
ereasing the fines, but adding to the general satisfaction’ of 
the patrons. Many have paid cheerfully large fines on an 
overdue book, realizing that the money goes into more new 
books. The duplheate pay fiction, a new experiment this year, 
has been a success. Duphecate copies of the new and most pop- 
ular fiction are purchased, for which a charge of five cents ¢ 
week is required. This allows the library to purchase many 
copies of popular books and the borrowers to have a chance 
of reading the books while new and of current interest, The 
amount received from these books was $100.05. This was 
immediately invested in new books. 


*¢ A May Day Story Hour.’’ 


CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT. 


The juvenile circulation for the year was 28,064 books. 
Over one-half, or 14,207, of the circulation was non-fiction— 
history, -travel, nature books, etc. This shows an increase of 
5,569 volumes over 1913, when the circulation was 22,495. The 
daily reading attendance was 3,138, Sundays 391, with a total 
of readers, 3,529. 

Appropriate bulletins and lists of books have been used 
throughout the year to celebrate the holidays and eall atten- 
tion to special books. Perhaps the most popular list was 
‘‘Reading List for the Boy Scouts of America,’’ containing 
books upon animals, camps, chivalry, Indians and scout-craft. 
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Story Hour. 


A story hour for the younger children, under twelve years, 
has been, conducted every Saturday morning from October 
through May. During January and February a series of hero 
stories was told and illustrated by foreign postal cards. In 
the spring a nature series followed. On May Day and until 
the end of the season these nature stories were told out-of- 
doors on the library lawn. Great popularity and a large cir- 
culation of the books on birds, butterflies and trees followed. 
During the fall the stories opened with Halloween, when ‘sev- 
enty-six children heard the old English ballad stories. The 
largest attendance was on November 21st to hear Maeterlinck’s 
‘*Blue Bird,’’ while the series of Unele Remus stories in De- 
cember, in honor of the birthday of Joel Chandler Harris, | 
ranked next in popularity. The total attendance for the year 
was 1,277, average 42. 


‘*The Library Books at Robert E. Lee School.’’ 


Work WITH - THE SCHOOLS—BRANCH LIBRARIES. 


Collections of books have been sent to the following 
schools: Centennial, Garland, Robert E. Lee, Rightsell, Mitch- 
ell, ‘Woodruff, Forest Park. These collections were changed 
three times during the year. The number of volumes gent 
out was 1,045, the circulation from the schools 4,025. The 
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books having the largest circulation were history and travel, 
followed by literature (which included the readers). Visits 
have been made to the schools by the librarians, stories told 
to the younger children, talks to the older boys and girls on 
the use and resources of the library. After these visits the 
children do not hesitate to make themselves known at the li- 
brary and a friendly relationship is established. 

In general, the work with the children and the schools 
has been along the same lines as last year, the library trying 
to supplement, wherever possible, both the work of the grades 
and the high school. In October regular instruction was given 
by the librarian to part of the freshman class in the use of 
the library and the books as tools. 'We hope, by pursuing these 
methods each year, the students will learn to enjoy more fully 
the books, learn to use the library more intelligently and there- 
by form the library habit, which will go with them through ‘ 
life. 

The erowded conditions of the reading and reference 
rooms after school testify to the large use and popularity of 
the library better than any reports. 


GIFTS. 


The library has been most favored by gifts during the 
vear. Seven hundred and thirty-nine books have been added 
by gift, besides many papers, magazines and flowers. 


EXPENDITURES. 


The expenditures of the library have been as follows: 
Printing, $76.00; stamps and postal cards, $75.30; salaries 
and wages, $3,844.40; books, $1,743.65; periodicals $129.55; 
freight and express, $89.21; binding, $88.30; heat, light, water, 
ice, $411.56; supplies, $218.90; fixtures, furniture, tablet, re- 
pairs, $809.26; miscellaneous, $89.21. Total, $7,575.34. 


CLuBs: MEETINGS IN THE LIBRARY. 


During the year the following clubs have met at the l- 
brary: The Story Teller’s League, The Art Club, The Pu- 
laski County Medical Society, Annual meeting of the 
United Charities, School Principals Association, Study Club 
of the Political Equality League; various committees, execu- 
tive boards, ete. ‘We are always glad to welcome such clubs 


and promote as far as possible the community idea of the 
library. 
GENERAL. 


In April the library, assisted by the City Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, gave a reception to the visiting teachers at- 
tending the Arkansas Teachers’ Association. Nearly 300 
teachers attended. which gave us much pleasure, also an oppor- 
tunity to show them our beautiful building and something of 
the large usefulness of the work. 

During the year Mrs. Ellis, of the Morrillton lbrary, 
and Miss Weber of the Arkadelphia library worked and studied 
with us, to add to the efficient administration of their respec- 
tive libraries. 

In November was observed the formal opti of the. 
room containing the Judge U. M. Rose library. A bronze 
tablet was placed over the mantel, bearing the followmg in- 
seription : 


‘“This room is dedicated to the memory of 
U. M. ROSH, 
Born March 5, 1834. Died August 12, 1913. 
Whose Library It Contains. 


‘*President of the American Bar Association and Ambas- 
sador to the Hague Peace Conference, he was one of: the na- 
tion’s greatest lawyers. He was distinguished for his public 
and private virtues, for vast and varied learning, for the felic- 
ity of his diction, and by a charm of manner which won the 
hearts of men. 

‘“His wife, Margaret T. Rose, who was his worthy com- 
panion, donated his library to the publie.’’ 

The tablet was unveiled November 22nd at 3 p.m. The 
Rev. Hay ‘Watson Smith, on behalf of Mrs. Rose, presented 
the library of over 7,000 volumes to the Little Roek Public 
Library. The mayor, the Honorable Charles E. Taylor, repre- 
senting the city and the Library Board of Trustees, accepted 
the gift and unveiled the tablet. Music was furnished by a 
double quartette, under the direction of Mrs. Shelby Jabine. 


THe LIBRARY STAFF. 


During the summer Miss Marguerite English attended the 
Simmons Library School, Boston, Mass., to take a six weeks 
course in children’s library work. Miss Alice Zanone attend- 
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ed the Chatauqua Summer Library School, but because of 
illness was unable to complete the course. Both returned with 
a broader vision of the work and much enthusiasm. Miss 
Irene Gibson was given a year’s leave of absence to take the 
one year course in the New York Library School. This is one 
of our strongest library courses and Miss Gibson is sure to 
bring much back to the Little Rock Library. Miss Laura 
Brower, who assisted in cataloguing the Judge U.- M. Rose 
lhbrary remained to substitute for Miss Gibson, but received 
an important appointment and a promotion in the War De- 
partment Library, Washington, D. C., so left us in December. 
Miss Mary Louise Ferguson, a Wellesley graduate, and teach- 
er two years in the Blytheville high school, has filled the 
vacancy. Miss Jo Clegg came to us in September as appren- 
tice. | 

A loyal and enthusiastic staff has been largely responsi- 
ble for the splendid growth of the work. I desire to thank 
my co-workers for this assistance and the Mayor and Library 
Board for their interest and support. 


Respectfully submitted, 
DOROTHY D. LYON, 
Librarian. 
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DONORS AND DONATIONS. 


In Vols. 
Little Rock: Chapter D. AAK.....21.. 00.22 7 
United. States Government 220... a 9B 
FD: Baars. 202 sk. 3 
Julia (Warner... ae ec e a 3 
Christian Science Church cs... 13 
J. M. Keller Chapter, Daughters of the Confederacy............... iz 
Dominion of Canadaia. 2.020 le.o ile ms 
John: As J ohnson.c el eee al oe 3 
Mayor Charles... Taylor... 2.0.2 be.cnes- nena er D 
decks Sullivans oe m 
Little Rock Schools................. ATR = sasheerdhatiecnnmsh 420 
James Mie Manis. sais ieee ln ee weer Te 1 
Taare Shy ITO Were ents a oe nas sinonbotenclestbaretp tg er 3 
Mrs:C. B.. Smith 00) ka A 
American Telegraph and Telephone C0... 5 
James 8. Polloekuci eee ee 61 
Rodney Hitt,-Chicago, [izes rable cece 7a 1 
American Bankers’ Association..22.. ee 18 
Rh. behovers tae atom nthesnannaenesine corde lg ce if 
J obit (M. -Olaiytonec.o teat ssces oe ete A 
Georg Bey Rr Wi aciegsscesceceeccesteteeqvsennccs ote eee eo 1 
Robert Stanley... 2.02 4.1ote..0.0.c0p eer 2 
Berrien Hendersoren ccc ico aco cscccscc-chece en eerne tenes 4. 
Mrs. J. T: Edmonds.....% 002 1 
Marie Rumbough, 2...20.234..... 2 4. 
Mrs. J. He Hamiter ts. ce 15 
AP Pan a C31) :<:1l NCO 
Lottle Rock Typographical Union WW... ae tps 
Mrs. Bernie Babooek soon ele ee 7 
Rey. H. -M:. Ingham, Camden... Se oe a: 
David MecBrayne, Scotland MMM Eee Set MO Gee sf 
Tapscott: Gilles oe PR hs Rape | 
Mrs.’ Myra Vaughan... 002 eee 31 
ALR. Pinke:ts oe 1 
Dr... Elbert: Stewart..i.- doctor 6 
Emmie DeNeler. ..2.0.0 tu oe ee Yer. 
Vera (Ourye 22 Rta he eet ae he: 
“RR. Vans rank... Sct a2 Spee ce my 
Mrs. -D; Smith. ee ee 1 
Mrs. CH. Rose... 2 oe eee a 
R. L, Jones 9 


STS oT diol BEE HT CRU SEAS I, Aen ee 1 
“Ti he Se LN ATE 3125 ies Maal fe Sn em cede Sa 1 
rmeenen  PrlO teres ee ere Re ee 25 
George B. Rose (included in the Judge U. M. Rose 

“NES TUNES ae OR SESE SAM Ce SS SAR aa aE OLS 20 


Magazines and papers have been received from the fol- 


lowing: 


A. D. MeNair, 

Mrs. J. H. Hamiter, 

ily ay Pech, 

Mrs. Frank Vinsonhaler, 
J. S. Pollock, 

Mrs. Myra Warner, 
Elizabeth Walker, 

Mrs. Myra Vaughan, 
Arkansas Gazette, 
Arkansas Democrat, 
Arkansas Echo, 

Arkansas Staats Zeitung, 
Western Methodist, 
Baptist Advance, 
Christian Science Monitor, 
Christian Science Journal, 


Christian Science Sentinel, 

Kramer S. I. A., 

Rev. R. L. Selle, 

Wea WwW Goel], 

Southern Guardian, 

Buffalo Live Wire, 

City of Denver, 

United Daughters of the Con- 
federacy, 

Arkansas Homestead, 

Right Rev. John B. Morris, 

United States Government, 

George R. Brown, 

Arkansas Pioneers, 

Dill Phillips, 

Chattanooga, Municipal Record 


CLAssIFIED List oF Books AppED IN 1914. 


: Adult. Juvenile. 

General works, including bound periodicals 298 ] 
bol ih 5570 Sgt Ee ae eee leo Bibi Ln shaode an 1 
ee eer rea i ee Na, 31 28 
PGTOLON ec i ene 166 OF 
OL GG. SS AIRE nee ed: oa c/a Dil yk tN Maer an 3 
REG CIC ICO i.) al che eet wee ol 3 
ENS eS ee a Rm 89 27 
(TSS AEs ce ae eRe a Oe oO 84. 42 
te mo Le es a tad 161 127 
Be I Loc la enceinys op Ligienene ee eleeegne 119 4 103 
(hgh TS) elsd Ng a aR eae Rea anne ne 8) ena 85 69 
LOLs TOUS ae SS on ae een ere 174 a9 
[OED Oy a) LIAS Ss te PRS as eeteee 853 337 
2,163 924 


Total adults and juveniles, 3,087, 
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CLASSIFIED REPORT OF CIRCULATION, 1914. 


Adult. 

Generaliwertks 502) pee aaeeaae eae ol 
Philosophy eal. ee ee ee 486 
Relicion tary en ge ee 409 
POeOlOm ys. ele lea TL aoe hee ee 921 
Pioloe ye Mae eee ee es ee ee 24 
Naburale Science ei. eek 200 ae ee 408 
Useftil? tA rise eae ee 1,084 
Wine ra rte ye Eat sedans Af Sia emmarwe nes SS 2. 728 
Literature: 20208 eek eee 1,820 
TISEOP SE) ciccaamtepe. tenho ease ats 834 
Trayel: 22 eee pe 1,057 
Bioeraphy ee gee te ee eee Reena Cy 2 737 
FOTNAT Hi tes teen ieee ee 876 
Prenehw 4 23 0) 22) a oe 104 
Wiction hs. Sy ee 48 408 
97,927 


Total circulation, 85,994, 
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Juvenile. 


Li 
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“The system of free public libraries 
now being established in this country 
is the most important development of 
modern times. The library is a center 
from which radiates an ever widening 
influence for the enlightment, the up- 
lift, the advancement of the commun- 
ity’’*— William Jennings Bryan. 


“I choose free libraries as the best 
agencies for improving the masses of 
the people because they help only those 
who help themselves. They never pau- 
perize. A taste for reading drives out 
lower tastes.”—Andrew Carnegie. 
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“If there is one thing on which Americans most heartily agree it is 
on the subject of education, and of free libraries as a necessary part of 
education. . . . Every considerable town is proud of its free library 
and towns are graded and measured according to the dignity and useful- 
ness of the libraries they possess.—Hon. J. H. Choate. 
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


Little Rock Public Library 


HOURS OF OPENING—Week Days. 9 a. m. to 9 p. ™. 
Sundays and Holidays, 2 to 6 p.m. 


Every resident of the city is entitled to free use of the library. 
Books may be borrowed from the library for home use by signing an 
application card and securing the signature of a second person, an adult 
permanent resident of the city. 

The books are loaned for two weeks with privilege of renewal for 
two weeks, except a few new books designated as ‘‘Seven Day Books.’’ 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
CHARLES E. TAYLOR, Mayor, PRESIDENT. 


Ta BUNCE GEORGE B. ROSH, JOHN M. MOORE, — 
J. N. HEISKELL, SAM W. REYBURN, CARL VOSS, 
Ts oy UE NG T. M. MEHAPPY, MORRIS M. COHN. 


BOARD OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
W. S. MITCHELL, A. (PP) POR: 


LIBRARY COMMITTEE FROM Ciry CoUNCIL: 
CLIO HARPER, CHAIRMAN, J. F. LENON, C. AH, DUTELEINGHE.: 


LIBRARY STAFF 


DOROTHY DODD LYON, Lisrarian. 
* MARGARET ENGLISH, CurpREN’s LIBRARIAN. 
BEATRICE PRALL, CaTanocEr. 
MARY LOUISE FERGUSON, REFERENCE LIBRARIAN. 
ALICE ZANONE, Loan Desk LIBRARIAN. 
* JO CLEGG, AssIsTant. 
7 MAMIE GROESBECK, Assisrant. 
MARGARET SIMPSON, 
Story TELLER AND ASSISTANT IN CHILDREN’S Room. 
LAURA LONGLEY, Loan Desk ASSISTANT, 


Be Csiomeds 
t On leave of absence. 
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.. LITTLE ROCK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
( SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT 


To the Honorable Mayor and Board of Directors, Little Rock Public Library: | 


It is a pleasure to present the seventh and my fourth annual 
report of the Little Rock Publie Library, ending December 31, 1916. 

The year’s work shows a steady progress. There was not, the 
unusually large increase in circulation which we enjoyed last year, 
but the work has been satisfactory and all activities and service 
have met with even greater appreciation on the part of patrons and 
the city’s citizens than ever before. 

The total circulation for the year is 112,232 volumes, an in- 
erease of 9,515 over that of 1915, which included 42,981 books or 
38 per cent issued from the children’s department. In addition 
to the book circulation 400 pictures were loaned. 

The number of new borrowers added during the year was 1,882. 
The number of names withdrawn from the total registration because 
of death or leaving the city was 565, which leaves 12,972 active 
borrowers. 

The number of new books added was 2,907 volumes and 48 
pamphlets, whi¢h makes a total of 24,490 volumes and 303 pamph- 
lets. This does not include the uncatalogued documents. 


Circulation Department. 


The circulation of 112,232 volumes included 6,217 volumes 
issued from the Argenta Schools, 11,669 issued from the Little Rock 
Schools, 87 volumes from the Y. M. C. A., 88 volumes from the Ada 
Thompson Home. The circulation of fiction was 78 per cent in the 
adult department and 41 per cent in the juvenile department. 
The most used classes of books in the adult department were books 
on education, agriculture, and business methods. The largest cir- 
eulation for any one month was for January, when 9,155 books were 
issued; the largest daily circulation was on January 22, when 673 
volumes were issued. 


Book Selection, Ordering and Cataloging 


The number of books added during the year was 2,907; 539 
volumes of these were added by gift and 2,368 by purchase. The 
amount expended for books was $1,556.77 and for magazines 
$157.90. The number of books added in the adult department was 
2.193: in the juvenile department 714. <A tabulated statement of 
books added by classes will be found at the end of the report. 

A file is kept of the books requested which we do not have in 
the library. In the book selection we have tried to include as many 
of these recommendations as possible, but always have on hand a 
large number for future purchase. Those for which there is the 
greatest need naturally receive the first attention, in accordance 
with our slogan, ‘‘The greatest good to the greatest number.’’ 


Some of the notable additions are the following: Neville, 
French Prints of the Eighteenth Century; Baldry, Modern Mural 
Decoration; Moore, The Lace Book; Strong, Exhaustive Concord- 
ance of the Bible; Schaff-Hertzog, Religious Eneyclopzdia; Deems, 
Holidays and Holy Days; International Library of Technology, 4 
volumes; International Correspondence School Textbooks, 15 vol- 
umes; Hammond, Quaint and Historie Forts of America; Roberts, 
New York in the Revolution; French, Old Concord; Baker, Treatise 
on Roads and Pavements; New York Times, 1914 to date, 23 vol- 
umes; Parsons, Interior Decoration; Raymond, American and 
Foreign Investment Bonds; Stokes, Complete Encyclopedia; Me- 
Clure, My Autobiography; Thayer, Life and Letters of John Hay, 
2 volumes; Johnson, Author’s Digest, 20 volumes; Golovinsky, 
New English-Russian and Russian-English Dictionary; Master- 
pieces of Music, 14 volumes; Barrington, Through Greece and 
Dalmatia; Albert. Pike’s Prose Sketches and Poems (dated 1834) ; 
Moody’s Manuel of Railroad and Corporation Securities, 2 vol- 
umes; Thomas’ Register of American Manufacturers; Indepen- 
dent Magazine, 1905 to date; Secribner’s Magazine, 1887-1910; 
Nineteenth Century, 1888-1904; Harper’s Weekly, 1859-1860- 
1870 - 1871 - 1881-1887; Country Life in America,» 1904) to 
date: Educational Review, 1903-1909; New England Historical 
and Genealogical Register, 73 volumes (gift of fifty volumes from 
Little Rock Chapter D. A. R.) ; Chambers’ Miscellany, 10 volumes; 
Journal of the House Acts of Arkansas, Journal of the Senate 
of Arkansas (from Marquand Library, supplemented by gifts 
from Arkansas History Commission. ) 


Clubs and Meetings Held at the Library. 


During the year many clubs, committees, and executive boards, 
have held their meetings at the hbrary. Those convening regularly 
are Pulaski County Medical Society; Story Tellers League; La Liga 
Mutua de Estudiantes de Espanol; Petentes Club; Drama League; 
Art Club; College Club; United Charities Annual Meeting; House- 
wives League. 


Free Lecture Course. 


Through a special gift of $186.00 from Andrew Carnegie—an 
amount originally left over from the building fund—we were able 
to purchase a stereopticon and small collection of slides. This 
eift, with the efforts of our altruistic friends who gave the lectures, 
helped us to have a very interesting course, of free lectures. The 
attendance for the series was 740. As an initial venture along 
this line we consider it very successful both in matter of attendance 
and in stimulating broader interest in reading and thinking. 

The subjects and lectures are as follows: Southern Poets, by 
Fay Hempstead; Swat the Fly, by Ray Gill; Publie Health, by 
Dr. C. W. Garrison; California in Her Fairs, by Judge John W. 
Blackwood; Storms, by Harvey 8S. Cole; Italian Life in Town and 
Country, by Mrs. Minnie U, Rutherford Fuller; American Art, 


hy Geg. B. Rose; Heonomies, by Gov. C. H. Brough; Shakespeare, 
Product and Producer, by Prof. GC. J. Greene of Hendrix College. 


Special Days and Events. 


In April, for the second time, we celebrated Bird Day on the 
library lawn with talks on Birds and Bird Preservation, by Mrs. 
Sue Senter King and by Mr. Visart, the State Game Warden. The 
patriotic societies of D. A. R. and the Audubon Society assisted 
the hbrary in making up the prizes for a bird-house building con- 
test. The contest was open to boys and girls under 14 years of age 
from Pulaski county. Over fifty bird-houses were entered and 
prizes awarded as follows: First prize, $5.00, to Ray Braswell, 
1506 Welch street, Parham School; second prize, $3.00, to Claire 
Cutting, Forest Park School; other prize winners of $1.00 each 
were Sterling Updike, Zaba ‘Power, Charles Treadway, Mildred 
Cannon, Bert Cutting, Donald H. Haragan, the last two from the 
Riverside School in Argenta. 

The Shakespeare Ter-Centenary was observed by arranging 
an exhibit of portraits and pictures of Shakespeare’s country and 
homes and a collection of Shakespeareana. Prof. ©. J. Greene of 
Hendrix College gave a lecture May first on Shakespeare, Product 
and Producer. 

In June the librarian attended the American Library <Asso- 
ciation at Asbury Park. In December the lbrarian and Miss Prall 
attended the Arkansas Library Association held in Fort Smith, 
Miss Liyon. acting as secretary of the association and Miss Prall 
taking part on the program with an article, ‘‘The Work of the 
State Library Commission.”’ 

‘Good Book ‘Week,’’ which was observed nationally, December 
4th to 11th, received special attention. Five hundred suggestive 
book lists, ‘‘ Books for Christmas for the Children’’ were cireulated 
to parents and patrons of the hbrary. Through co-operation with 
the schools the question of selection of the best books was brought 
before the children and parents. Fifteen of the New York pub- 
lishers sent us loans of the approved books for an exhibit. The 
papers gave us much space, and Mr. Heiskell of the Gazette and 
Mr. Vane of the Democrat assisted with timely editorials. Inter- 
est in ‘‘Safety First Books’’ was not confined to Little Rock, for 
letters were received from every part of the State regarding the 
exhibit and the book lists. 


Revenue, Fines, Duplicate Pay. 


The amount collected on fines for torn, lost and overdue books 
during the year was $535.55. Argenta paid into our treasury 
£300.00 for the privilege of having books in the schools. During 
the summer, however, the school board cut expenses and did. not 
carry out the contract. The books are not sent to the schools at 
present, but over 500 Argenta people borrow books from the 
library, free. The duplicate pay collection of new fiction has net- 
ted $156.93. This amount is immediately reinvested in new fiction 


so we are enabled to have a large number of the more popular books 
while they are of current interest. Five cents a week is charged 
for the extra copies, designated as ‘‘Dupheate Pay Fiction.’’ 


The Children’s Work—A Cause of Rejoicing. 


As in each year past the children’s work has had a large in- 
erease. According to our circulation statistics 38 per cent of the 
circulation of the whole library is from the juvenile department. 
This reading has been from a carefully selected and eliminated col- 
lection under the direct supervision of teachers in the schools and 
the librarians. Over 59 per cent of the reading was non-fiction. 
The most popular classes were folklore (myths, legends, fairy tales), 
history and travel. The circulation was 42,981 volumes, of which 
6,775 were issued from the Argenta schools and 11,519 from grades 
in the Little Rock schools. The circulation was not recorded in 
some rooms of the schools, so that many books were read by a large 
number without the statistics for the files. So broad a foundation 
of the best reading for the children presages much for the future 
citizenship, as a city 1s always ‘“‘as great as its enlightment.”’ 


The Story Hour. 


A story hour has been held at 10 o’clock each Saturday morn- 
ing from January to May and from October to January. The 
attendance was 1,521. The children’s department was unfortunate 
in losing the efficient services of Mrs. Marguerite English Rice, 
who for three years has had charge of the juvenile work and the 
story hour. Under her direction this became an important and 
established part of the winter’s work. From January to March 
a series of folklore and nature stories, from March to May a eycle 
of Shakespeare stories, were told. In October Miss Margaret 
Simpson began a series, ‘‘Kuropa’s Fairy Tales,’’ devoting a story 
hour to the typical fairy stories of each of the countries of Europe. 
This has been most interesting. The program follows: ‘Hnglish 
Fary Tales—‘How Jock Went to Seek His Fortune,’’ ‘‘Master 
of All Masters,’’ ‘‘Three Little Pigs;’’ Celtic—‘The Field of 
Bolionus,’’ “‘King O’Toole and His Goose;’’ Scotch— ‘The 
Sprightly Tailor,’’ ‘‘Hookedy Crookedy ;’’ -Welsh—‘‘The Wooing 
of Olwin,’’ ‘‘Breweny of Eggshells;’’ German—‘One Eye, Two 
Eye, Three Eye,’’ ‘‘‘Wandering Minstrel Giant,’’ ‘‘Three Golden 
Hairs ;’’ French—from D’Aulnoy, ‘‘The White Cat,’’ ‘‘Fair One 
With the Golden Locks;’’ Spanish—‘Fair Flower;’’ Itahav— 
“Mitiriti-ti,’’ ““The Clever Girl;’’ Portuguese— ‘The “Creoked 
Hill,’’ “‘ Three Wonders ;’’ Danish—‘‘ Ugly Duckling,’’ ‘‘Emperor’s 
New Clothes,’’ ‘‘The Real Princess ;’’ Swedish—‘‘ Why the Sea Is 
Salt,’’? “‘The Husband Who Was to Mind the House.’’ The last 
Saturday in December we tried an interesting innovation by show- 
ing the stereopticon slides, with pictures by Arthur Rackham, of 
Dickens’ Christmas Carol, while the story was told. 


Reference Department 


Some one has said of the work done by the library, that it has 
not just grown, but has ‘“‘leapt and jumped.’’ If this is true of 
the hbrary as a whole, it is most certainly true of the reference 
department, for the latter has taken a phenomenal leap during the 
past year. More and more our people are ‘‘desiring to come easily 
by what others have labored hard for,’’ and the reference librarian 
is always on the alert to assist in this ‘‘diffusion of knowledge.’’ 

There has been a very decided increase in the number of high 
school pupils looking up special topics, making bibliographies, get- 
ting material for supplementary reading or for debates. Co-opera- 
tion between the high school teachers and the reference librarian 
is more pronounced than ever before, and it is the desire that this 
happy condition may be augmented in the future. Two different 
sets of shelves are used exclusively for books for high school pupils, 
one containing reserved books put aside at the request of the 
teachers and the other containing books which may be taken out 
for a limited space of time, as three days or seven days. The 
various clubs and organizations are coming to realize more vitally 
the value of the hbrary’s resources in the preparation of talks 
and papers. The reference librarian is always glad to make 
bibliographies and spends much time searching out interesting 
data on desired topics. It is also gratifying that such a large 
number of business men have made use of the library on their 
special lines of work. An effort is being made to supply the al- 
Ways increasing demand of these seekers after efficiency. 

The ‘‘extension work’’ done by the Little Rock Public Library 
has become so fruitful that a considerable amount of the time of 
one librarian is devoted to answering inquiries of, and sending 
books to, outside Little Rock patrons. Schools and clubs through- 
out the State make use of the resources of the library, until at 
present a ‘‘traveling library department’’ bids fair to become a 
reality. In fact, at one time during the past year, a man wishing 
to make use of volume 21 of the Congressional Record, called the 
library over long distance and received his desired information in 
so short a time that the telephone company received little in the 
process. 

The following list of reference questions taken in one day 
shows the versatile character of demands upon the library: Clay 
Modeling, Empress Eugenie, Art in the Time of Louis XIV, The 
Alexandrian Library, Porto Rico, Salaries of Superintendents of 
Education, Ambassador to Petrograd, American Animals, Heredity, 
Gardening, Flies, Alfonso the XII, Secession Ordinance of Arkan- 
sas, Quotations about Roses, War of 1812, Government of the 
District of Columbia, Carpentry, Origin of Leap Year, and Ameri- 
can Mural Painting. More than 1,700 subjects were looked up 
during the year, many of these being called for a number of times. 
The number of readers in the adult reading room was 49,382. 


Among the most valuable tools in the library is the clipping 
file. Here over 8,000 clippings from magazines, newspapers and 
pamphlets are classified and arranged alphabetically. Much useful 
material, at little expense and not to be found elsewhere, is here 
readily accessible, as for instance 154 clippings on the history and 
resources of Arkansas. 

A picture collection was inaugurated in the fall of 1916 and 
already there are on file and classified nearly 4,000 mounted pic- 
tures, a large number of them clipped from the National Geographie 
Magazine. These pictures are especially useful to teachers and 
we feel that our patrons will be interested in this new department. 
Over 400 have circulated in the two months we have had them 
available. 


Staff. 


The library has been unfortunate in having many changes in 
its staff during the year. In March, Miss English left us because 
of illness, and in June was married to Mr. James Rice. Miss Clegg 
left us in April and was later married to Mr. G. S. R. Sharp. Mrs. 
Mamie O. Grossbeck, with the commendable desire to inerease her 
efficiency, left us in the summer to attend the New York Library 
School for a year. 

In April we received two new assistants, Miss Laura Longley, 
for a number of years a teacher of music, and Miss Margaret 
Simpson, a graduate of the Froebel-Pestalozzi Kindergarten School, 
and for three yearg with the Educational Department of the Board 
of Foreign Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Miss 
Longley is assisting at the loan desk and Miss Simpson in the 
juvenile department. In July, Miss Beatrice Prall, a graduate of 
the University of Arkansas and of the University of Illinois Library 
School, came to us as cataloger and general assistant. 

In June, Miss Mary Louise Ferguson returned to Wellesley 
College for her third class reunion and later finished with honors 
a course in cataloging in the New York State Library Sehool at 
Albany. Miss Zanone took her month’s vaeation in a boat trip 
from New Orleans to New York. 


General. 


The cost of service for long hours of opening is necessarily 
high, not alone for maintenance, but for efficient and willing as- 
sistants required. By comparison with other public places in the 
matter of hours of service—schools open approximately 1,000 hours, 
business offices 2,500 hours, stores about 3,000 hours, city hall 2,700 
hours and the library 3,908 hours—it will be seen that our service 
is efficient and ereditable. At the annual meeting last year Mr. 
'W.S. Mitchell recommended that the librarian make a comparative 
statistics report to show the growth of the hbrary from year to 
year. This report will be found at the end of the report with the 
statistics. A general summary for five years is as follows: 


Five years ago, largest daily circulation was Pq isye vines ASS og 
was 673. 


Five years ago, number of books added was S18 -in 1916 it 
was 2,907 volumes. 


Five years ago, circulation of books was Sra i 2 aire) Ott 
was 112,232’ volumes. 


Five years ago, number of registered borrowers was 4,443 ; 
PetolO. i was 12.972. 


Five years ago, circulation of adult non-fiction wag 15 per 
cent; m 1916, it was 22 per cent. 


Five years ago, cireulation of juvenile non-fiction was 31 per 
cent; in 1916, it was 59 per cent. 


Five years ago, total expenditures were $5,394; in 1916, it 
was $8,198.56. 


Respectfully submitted, 


DOROTHY D. LYON, 


LIBRARIAN. 


LIBRARY EXHIBIT AT THE PULASKI County Far 


Volumes Donated and Donors 


VOLUMES VOLUMES 
little eRo ck ee uhlicm Scio ols meee ener 14 J. P. Henry....:i2 ee 1 
Geo! JB Rosch 2a keh eet ee 10 Dallas T. Herndon, Secretary State His- 
Mrs “UE Mi ROS C2 ee et eee eee 2 tory .Commission = ee 40 
Geo Repo pig hed oo sgn < ro tonsa ee eee 1 Little Rock Chapter D. A. R: (Lineage 
GPM 2 > Clarks aes eS ee ee 2 eee it Book), ...:.2.0 2) 3S ee 5 
Dr. “Elbert *Stewartas- se -scee eee eee ee 8 Little Rock Chapter D. A. R. (New 
Gs OS CIUZ soos 2 ee ee Stee 1 England Historical Register) -.--...........- Thess 
American Swedenborgian Society-..--------- 5 M. M. Cohn... 22 eee ii 
Us SRG OVE TINCT tes eee ears eee ee ae 2 Mrs. G. M.D: Cantrell eee al 
Bi. Dit Baar se 2 2a et eere ee aoe ne doen as 5 Raual Edmonds. 2223 eee alt 
Geost tenn ans tees cee ee eee eee 1 Pan. American Unione =e al 
Geom Dich Tee 2 Sek ee een oe Sere uh Library of Congresst= =n 2 
AD eNO Wed oMMU Gh oye ma en ne a ee Be aeeaee 3 Mrs. W. M. Kayanaughe eee 114 
ois: kee) orc LT Cit eee, Meee erect ne ees Uae oes one eae 10 Mrs. Bernie Babcock#.2= ===: === 5 
Mrss Straus sts -s.-- ee ec ee eee ae ee 1 Mrs. J. H. Hamiter 2 ee 3 
Mrs* s\lortontsy ee tates oe eee = oe 1 Miss Lula little. eee 1 
SM Ser ys eee eet we ree Sone eee ene il Miss Dorothy Lyon 1 
IN iS) NIE hee Emil oe biel Me oy 4 Reese Herrocks...2.3.2 eee 2 
WSO (ORM aya NAGUN NN aDIS ee ee soe ee 4 Mr. Balding... 2 =e 1 
Powell. Wor dy C@ 2.2.2. sects wt ee re 4 Mr.. Trezevant_....-2 ee eee 1 
MOStEr EV 1D aTdes.- seeker ot een reee 1 Mrs. H. lL. Foster2. ee eee 8 
Misa Cs Hite Cas tle e iri aetee eee se eee eeee oe 1 Butler Bros.c:...0 eee at 
TR Se POLIO Cie reese a eae on is oe it Tn ols 
TGP Leigh 0 cy eee a eee eee 1 van Pee an ‘ 
le eare sO gchm Catz sere es ote en Re eee ee, eee ee 33 ae pememnndae 2 
WA MO Tennietin. ols (oie eee ene 1 Arthur “A. Oarey 2222 eee eee i 
HOM Sue Laws WiO Li eee he ae ee cee ae 2 Wim... POO te. 2a. eee oe eee uf 
Misi tial aviwlen nye ete. a ea Raecnercnt oes 1 Marquand ibrary frome . vise Osea eee 148 
Burroughs Adding Machine Company...... 1 Mrs. W.:Ss Bitch 2 ee ae 8 

Mrs. ad: 2. -Clar kasam dest ann ye 2 ee Congressional Records 


Other gifts: 
flowers, from Mrs. W. W. Dickinson; 


Ferns, from Mrs. 


Sallie Wright; palms, 
plants, from Miss O’ Kelley. 


from Judge Asher; 


Comparative Statistics from Library Reports of Last Six Years as Suggested 
by Mr. Mitchell at February Board Meeting. 


1910 1911 AG) 1913 1914 1915 1916 
HOURS OPEN— 

Wiekeg tek ss. re ee 48 66 66 76 76 76 76 

NWeehe ifs eae Se SE 2,496 3,388 3,388 3,952 3,952 3,952 3,952 
BOOKS ADDED— 

Beg 2 tee eee Neve eee IFS 222 100 aD Thy sav S3 908 539 

By a DUGG as Gecceee eee B,OLT 596 ahs ie 1553 2,044 1,667 2,368 
No. of card holders added 3,150 4,443 DAhO.t 7,876 ON 2 v6 >4. 12,972 
Reading room attendance NTORIC COC) etn sure eee eee 26,486 31,661 60,792 69,830 
Assistants— 

WGhaymemenaeeh= 8 Ss 5. <7 i 1 it 2 3 4 5) 

MMW heKeNGL, apeceeonse Pee oe 2 2 2 1 . 4 2 2 3 

. . omplete 

Catalog aes ere | Shelf list only tee catalog: “kee eee eek 

made 
AMOUNT SPENT— F ; 

‘Boo ks hea eee eek $4,056.65 $1,802.22 $1,665.74 $1,461.00 $1,743.00 $1,596.00 $1,556.77 

EXCH WO RNOEMIS oe 169.70 109.00 100.00 124.00 129.00 159.00 157.90 

Bind in pie aes eee eee Oe 95.20 82.64 88.30 485.85 183.60 

Siew eweniveveys: <A 2,400.00 2,782.00 3,057.33 3,317.00 3,844:00 3,025 00m 5ie40 

Ve DALES amet WI 1s los eee eee ete e ee eee A? 6.6.0 eee 809.26 270.20 402.90 

Total expenditures..$12,810.00 $5,394.00 $5,854.00 $5,854.91 $7,575.00 $7,323.00 $8,198.56 
Received from fines-...---. 56.30 197.98 261.96 360.90 420.90 426.50 559.55 
Story hour sattendan Ceres. ee aon ge ee eo LT 1,292 1,736 1,569 
Circulation of books...-.-.. 38,272 46,272 54,130 68,340 85,994 “GLO2 TT igi amoleso a 
Lecture jattend ance 2.25. ...-fefeete fice he eesiccass cecetday Bsesies | cei ee tons Lee 740 


Statistical Summary for 1916. 


Books added by classes 


Adul 

Cremenra leewiOrksis Seyi cee SSNs 302 
FOULO SO [ln ya ek oe eee ween ee Bet 50 
TRG hes eG aie oe See ase Sk A Oe a 127 
OG LOMO gaye eesti es Ot WA Se kee 288 
ITEM VONOEN 5 ee a eee ae eee ne, 20 
Meier ClONCO. saee ee... hoe 80 
ICHAT US eo ot ena a aes 205 
THETIC RACH Us ueeetare sree te be 115 bo) 2 ae 92 
HOUGOT Ghee yer eee ee ee ES 207 
TETESIRONEN/ wr" coca 5 Sa eee 84. 
MIDS GALL gg ae SS ya RN ea 50 
SO) Pet co Miya ee Sn a ee a 172 
JENORRCMYERD 2 3 eras Ae ne EOE 6 
ERIC GO Vipera eee kw Aa 2 516 
CHEERED GRRE eC LO CL Gals ceeeseee ee Lene: ee 
AMEUUSGIE: oN SRO Oy REE ter aet ah ct I 
Tenia QUGNKEUISE eschet ee Sere eee eon ee 
ANGE i sila 2 Ay Tae ee ee eee 2,193 


t Juvenile Adult 
11 105 
6 729 
We TAT 
66 1,581 
depres Q41 
48 718 
aD 1,947 
23 936 
109 3,210 
54 1,316 
63 aon 
40 1,002 
ren 882 
249 DAML TO 
peer 384 
iat aa 19 
pe 18 
714 69,251 


Statistical Summary 


(As requested by the American Library Association) 


Population Served—45,941 (Census 1910). 
Terms of Use—Free for lending and reference. 


Total Number of Agencies—Central Library, 1; 


Boys’ Club, Christian Church, Ada Thompson Home; schools, 14. 
Number of days open in year, 364. 
Hours open each week for lending, 72. 
Hours open each week for reading, 76. 


Number volumes at beginning of 
Number added by purchase, 2, 
Number added by gift, 539. 

Number lost or withdrawn, 266. 


year, 21,588. 
368. 


Total number at end of year, 24,490. 
Number of pamphlets at beginning of year, 255. 


Number of pamphlets added. 48. 


Number of pamphlets at end of year, 303. 
Number volumes of fiction for home use—adult, 54,175; juvenile, 17,594 


Total. 71,769. 


Total number of volumes for home use—adult, 69,251; juvenile, 


Total. 112,232. 


Circulation by classes 


Juvenile 


17,594 


other agencies, Y. M. C. A., 


42,981. 


Other Circulation—Music, 19; magazines, 384; pamphlets, 18; pictures, 400, 
Borrowers registered during year, 1,882. 


Total number, 12,972. 
Registration period, six years. 


Number of newspapers and periodicals received regularly, 102. 


Medical library, 15. 
Motels die 


RECEIPTS— 
eee omiLAS COO Oni Osram ee ao Se Sk Meee eee essere ee eas ee stn ee $ 300.00 
ECOMO LSM Citi ve O Le lint bl eMsryOC ke mot va Seat tt ee ONT gears 2 Se UE. oe ee 7,101.88 
[ESTEE 2 rs NR Ae tal or it MA Re ee el ae Be AO We Se Ba enon ee nc Lee haa ahem ey 535.05 
EDINA CME View CONLC CULO Mts teers terse 8 eeeee AS er Gore es trees Esra see 156.93 


SCG ae ie Shel cree Pe 2 Pre Ne te Das llc oA hc o ak ton eae athe ace Hen eas Ree are $8,198.56 
EXPENDITURES— 

TES. a eines et tt ete dy we Be Ps eo bones eee ee ae Le EE $1,556.77 
SEOTAI AG MICATIESS «5 BR 1 Be ek SN) Bian ope Oe epee eae AOR ne re eee ee Ss eee ere 157.90 
SBME: Sa ee a EN, Ee ES Oe eee eee RO Ber ey ee Pete ees 183.60 
Seay Tipu iitessy, 7 Ce ea Se Oe rE ae eee 4,751.40 
That a as aE oie 8 a ge ae ee SPR EF Se Bene 269.00 
aes Matt UR Cee TT ee re ache oe eid cn aw eee aed Beta See ce et Eng a aes Sg 150.65 
Daher, “Ta Rill > Oras RS Se Ae ee a Pe eee ee Beer 94.85 
Teputantiitiae ee Sa et oe eae, SO ee ei aN Be er ere ae Ee ES 81.35 
TDReaTSAINES UMRAO ON RONSIS)  Se eek am a, Sere ie te a en eee ee Cee 96.60 
mnie me OOKCASeSy TCDA Ge s-222-=- 2 sae se 2s seen ana ee Ie Pe ers Pee 402.90 
Ofiicen Amc emren Gi Mews Up PICS ss a. senn a= o- sees nase ene reese teeter 125.11 
Building supplies -.-.......2.....--c2----..-Lescccce ec ceenecee ce ceeneeecccenseteccsemneepenenese es 66.55 
DISTANT,” cece Ee Loa reel Bae sane nesta eect psa rne cas eat eerete ae 74.85 
Stereopticon lantern, typewriter-........-----..----------------------172++seeceeeeeeeeee 132.15 

DEH LS ke eet eater sa Re te Boreas oe tee $8,198.56 


‘“‘The Public Library exists for the service of 
everybody. It serves the community not only by fur- 
nishine books for reading, but by aiding in quests 
for particular information and by giving the student 
and ambitious person the means of progressing to- 
ward his goal. It is an institution of which the city 
should be proud.’’—J. N. Heiskel, Editorial in the 
Arkansas Gazette. 


‘“Whether any casual relation exists between the 
two (public library facilities, and production of dis- 
tinguished persons), it is at least worth noting that 
in the section of the country which shows the greatest 
fecundity in community leaders there should also be 
found the most extensive provision of public library 
facilities.’ —Scott Nearing. 


TUYUNNAH & PITTARD CO., LITTLE ROCK 


Library 


ho? 


| Eighth Annual Report with 
, Historical Sketch 


“The war has brought upon us a greater desire for 
the broad principles of utility and service in thought.” 


THE LIBRARY oF THE 


JAN 28 1939 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


Little Rock Public Library 


HOURS OF OPENING—Week days, 9 a. m. to 9 p. m. 
Sundays and Holidays, 2 to 6 p. m. 


Every resident of the city is entitled to free use of the library. Books 
may be borrowed from the library for home use by signing an application card 
and securing the signature of a second person, an adult permanent resident of 
the city. 

The books are loaned for two weeks with privilege of renewal for two- 
seven-day books.’’ 


weeks, except a few new books designated as 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
CHARLES E. TAYLOR, Mayor, President. 


T. H. BUNCH GEORGE B. ROSE JOHN M. MOORE 
J. N. HEISKELL SAM W. REYBURN CARL VOSS 
H. F. AUTEN T. M. MEHAFFY MORRIS M. COHN 


BOARD OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
W. S. MITCHELL A. B. POE 


Library Committee from City Council 
CLIO HARPER, Chairman J. F. LENON Cc. H. DUTTLINGER 


LIBRARY STAFF 


DOROTHY DODD LYON, Librarian 
BEATRICE PRALL, First Assistant and Reference Librarian 

*MARY LOUISE FERGUSON, Reference Librarian 

ALICE ZANONE, Loan Desk Librarian 
MAMIE GROESBECK, Assistant 
MARGARET SIMPSON, Story Teller and Assistant in Children’s Room 
LAURA LONGLEY, Loan Desk Assistant 
CAROLINE STEVENS, Assistant in Colored Branch 


* Resigned 
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ug me DRIEP HISTORY OF THE LIBRARY 
MOVEMENT IN LITTLE ROCK 


By Mrs. Myra Vaughan 


There were no public libraries in Little Rock prior to the es- 
tablishment of the ““Mercantile Library.’ This library, as its 
name indicates, was begun by merchants and a few public-spirited 
men of the city, on the 
eighth of November, 1867. 
The first meeting was held 
in the Chamber of Com- 
merce, and this building 
became the repository of 
the books, and the reading 
room. Itso continued un- 
til the spring of 1871, when 
178 members, including 
several ladies, Bishop 
Pierce, Bishop Fitzgerald 
and other prominent citi- . 
zens, hired rooms between 
Third and Fourth Streets 
on Main Street. I think 
the membership fee was 
five dollars. In 1878 this 
fee was reduced to one dol- 
lar, and the dues were fixed 
at four dollars a year, pay- 
able quarterly. Some years 
| later Henry Gurdon Mar- 
quand, President of the Iron Mountain Railroad, and art con- 
noisseur, offered to give a library for the benefit of railroad men 
of Little Rock. It was suggested that his proposed library should 
be merged with the Mercantile, to which he agreed, only stipu- 
lating that the room should be near the lron Mountain Station. 
This proposition was accepted, and one librarian was sufficient 
for the two libraries. Mr. Marquand left an endowment which 
yields a perpetual annual income for books for the Y. M. C. 
A. The united library was continued in the west end until 


HENRY G. MARQUAND 
Portrait by John Sargent 


LOANED BY REVIEW OF REVIEWS MAGAZINE 
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after the organization of the Y. M.C. A. It was then agreed 
that that organization should take charge of the books, which 


JUDGE U. M. ROSE 


“‘President of the American Bar Association 
and Ambassador to The Hague Peace Confer- 
ence, distinguished for his public and private 
virtues for vast and varied learning, for the fe- 
licity of his diction, and by a charm of manner 
that won the hearts of men.” 


His personal library of over 7,000 volumes was 
donated to the Public Library in 1913, 


they did. Mrs. Laura 
Lewis and Mrs. Bishop 
were both popular librar- 
ians. The ladies of Little 
Rock, meantime, especial- 
ly of the Co-operative 
Club, seeing the necessity 
of a library in the east 
end, began collecting a 
fine library of 2,000 vol- 
umes, which was housed 
in the brick building in the 
City Park. 

After the Carnegie li- 
brary was opened, the 
books which the ladies had 
collected were turned over 
to that library, and very 
lately, I am told, they 
came into possession of the 
remaining books of the 
Marquand library also. 

These, with other Sifts, 
and the notable one of the 
U. M. Rose library, con- 


sisting of over 7,000 vol- 


umes, gives us a Sood working reference library, to say nothing 


of fiction and children’s books. 
tains over 27,000 volumes. 


The Public Library now con- 


Little Rock Public Library 
Eighth Annual Report 


To the Honorable Mayor and Board of Directors, 

Little Rock Public Library: 

- It is my honor to present the eighth annual report of the 
Little Rock Public Library, ending December 31, 1917. 

The total circulation of books for the year was 109,012 vol- 
umes, which included 228 volumes from Pulaski County Boys’ 
Club; 2,400 volumes from Camp Pike; 1,075 from library station- 
ed at Fort Logan H. Roots; 93 volumes from Ada Thompson 
Home; 104 volumes from city Y. M. C. A.; 3,091 volumes from 
Colored Branch; 13,377 volumes issued from nine Public School 
stations, divided as follows: Centennial, 2,094 volumes: Forest 
Park, 901 volumes; Garland, 628 volumes; Robert E. Lee, 5,238 
volumes; Mitchell, 950 volumes; Rightsell, 1,577 volumes; Pfeifer, 
131 volumes; Pulaski Heights, 370 volumes; Woodruff, 1,486 vol- 
umes. In addition to the bound volumes circulated, we issued 
73 pamphlets, 8 sheets of music, and 2,089 pictures. 

In addition to the book borrowers atthe library, we registered 
in the reference and reading rooms, an attendance of 59,591 
persons, 11,443 in the children’s room and 48,148 in adult rooms. 
The attendance at the story hour was 1,610 and attendance at 
six free lectures was 750 persons. The attendance has not been 
recorded for the following clubs which met regularly in the club 
room; Pulaski County Medical Society, Story Tellers’ League, 
Petentes Club, Drama League, College Club, Housewives’ Lea- 
due, City Drugégists’ Association. 

The second annual series of free lectures, illustrated with stere- 
optican slides proved very popular. The subjects and lecturers 
were: “Modern China,” by Logan H. Roots, Bishop of China; 
“The Netherlands,” by Dr. Frank Vinsonhaler; ‘‘Poets and 
Poetry of Today,” by Miss Julia Warner; “English Artists of the 
Nineteenth Century,” by Mr. Geo. B. Rose; ‘‘Moths and But- 
terflies, by Mrs. Sue Suenter King; “French Chateaux,” by Miss 
Hope Loughborough. 
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The childrens’ work and reference work have been carried 
on along the same broad lines of usefulness and efficiency that 
the city has grown to expect from us. Pupils, teachers, club 
workers, and seekers of knowledge of all kinds have found much 
helpful assistance from our reference librarians, reference books, 
files of magazines, papers, clippings, maps and pictures. 

The numbers of new books added during the year was 3,179; 
by gift 259 volumes, by purchase 2,920; of this number purchased, 
636 were sent to the colored branch library. The amount ex- 
pended for books was $2,292 and for periodicals $193.80. A sta- 
tistical table of additions by classes will be found at the end of 
the report. 

In May a branch library was opened for the coieeed people 
at 7043 West Ninth Street. A room on the second floor of the 
Scipio Jones Building was fitted up attractively with shelves, 
chairs, tables, cork carpet and librarian’s desk; 606 books were 
purchased and 636 books, duplicates from the main library, were 
added, making a total of 1,242 volumes. A colored assistant, 
Caroline Stevens, acts as librarian. She reports a circulation of 
3,091 volumes for the seven and a half months of opening in 
1917. . 

As with every other institution, the war has made many extra 
demands on the the library for service. Over 1,500 sift books 
for the soldiers’ library have been collected at the library, with 
the energetic co-operation of the Women’s College Club. The 
library was headquarters and the librarian secretary for the Ar- 
kansas War Library Council for collecting our share in the 
national “Million Dollars for a Million Books for a Million 
Men” campaign. In Little Rock, through the effective work of 
a committee of women we collected $1,600, and $8,200 through 
the State, the fourth largest amount collected in the Southern 
states. In November we purchased a small lot of the Kipling 
Scrap Books for our patrons to fill for the hospitals at Camp 
Pike or France. These wereso popular that we have had to re- 
peat the order many times. Up to date we have sent over 300 
scrap books to the hospital at Camp Pike through the Hospital 
Committee of the Red Cross. At first we gave free scrap books 
to those who would fill them with attractive pictures, jokes, etc., 
but the demand has been so great that we charge five cents each 
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for them now, which helps to pay for them, the wholesale cost 
being six and a fourth cents each. Everyone is knitting, doing 
Red Cross or other war work, which has reduced the number of 
books circulated at the library by 3,200 volumes. The same 
seems to be true in most libraries throughout the country. The 
reading, however, has been of a more serious nature, many of 
the war narratives are more popular than any fiction. The war 
emergency lists of books such as books on Foods, Thrift, Poultry 
Raising, Gardening, Red Cross Work, Good Health, etc., are 
in constant use. People are not reading so much for recreation 
but for efficient work and living. In November the librarian 
was appointed by the National Food Administration Library, 
Publicity Food Director for the state. Bulletins, Posters and 
other information aresent to our libraries for distribution through 
the libraries and schools in the state. The publicity work and 
distribution of large amounts of material gives us much extra 
work but an important part in patriotic service. 

Mr. Heiskell planned and arranged for a weekly column in 
the Gazette, “Notes from the Public Library,” consisting of 
annotations of new books and notes of interest which has proven 
very helpful to us. I am indebted to him and other members 
of the Board of Directors and Mayor Taylor for loyal support 
in the broad work we have accomplished. 

Respectfully submitted, 
DoroTHy D. LYON, 
Librarian. 


GIFTS 


BOUND BOOKS 


Ada Thompson Home, 1 Longley, Miss, 3 - 
Adams, A. E., 1 Martin, Miss Blanche, 3 
Atkinson, J. H., 1 Marquand, 5 
Babcock, Mrs. Bernie, 2 Meyers, W. F., 7 
Buckner, Margaret, 1 Miles, Ola, 1 
Canada Report, 1 Nearing, Scott, 1 
Cantrell, Mrs. G. M. D., 30 Morrow, Mrs. C. C., 1 
Carnegie Endowment for Industrial Oury, Vera, 1 

Peace, 1 Parker, Miss Addie, 20 
Cohn, M. M., 6 Peters, Samuel, 1 
Denison Manufacturing Co., 1 Phillips, D2 E34 
Doran Co., 1 Phillips, Edward, 1 | 
Douglas, Mrs. R. C., 1 Pollock, J. S., 9 
Dowlin, D. F., 1 Purdie, J. F., 1 
Drummond, Mr., 1 Rose, G. B., 38 
Ferguson, R. H., 1 Rose, Mrs. U. M., 1 
Fessenden, W. P., 1 Ray ,aMreeJ. Ue! 
Fitch, W. S., 1 Rockefeller Foundation, 1 
Foster, Mrs. H. L., 2 Rumbough, Miss, 20 
Grebiel, Mr., 5 San Francisco Chamber of Com- 
Groesbeck, Mrs. M. O., 1 merce, | 
Heiskel, J. N., 2 Silverman, Mr., 2 
Hoffman, L. E., 1 Stewart, Dr. Elbert, 1 
Hoffman, Peter, 1 Turner, Jess, 1 
Kahn, C. H., 1 University of Illinois, 2 
Leigh, Mrs. H. C., 3 U.S. Government, 63 
Lewisblo, Lewis, 1 Whaley, W. P., 1 
Lincoln Highway, 1 Williams, Miss Carolyn, 1 
Little, Miss Lula, 2 Wing, Miss Allie, 12 


YEARLY MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS GIVEN 
TO THE READING ROOM 


G. B. ROSE—American Magazine of Art, Amercan Art News, Arts and Deco- 
ration, Sea Power. 

WILLIAM DILL—American Architect, Architectural Record. 

A. D. McNAIR—Breeders Gazette. 

D. L. PHILLIPS—Manufacturers Record. 

MARGARET ILLING—Vanity Fair. 


LITTLE ROCK CHAPTER, D. A. R.—New England Historical and Genea- 
logical Register. 


STATISTICAL SUMMARY 


(As requested by the American Library Association) 


Population served, 45,941 (Census 1910). 

Terms of use, free for lending and reference. 

Total number of agencies, Central Library, 1; other agencies: 
Fort Roots Y. M. C. A.; Little Rock Y. M. C. A.; Boys’ Club; 
Ada Thompson Home; Schools, 8. 

Number of days open in year, 364. 

Hours open each week for lending, 72. 

Hours open for reading, 76. 

Number of volumes at beginning of year, 24,490. 

Number added by purchase, 2,920. 

Number added by gift, 259. 

Number lost or withdrawn, 87. 

Total number at end of year, 27,582. 

Number of pamphlets at beginning of year, 303. 

Number of pamphlets added, 343. 

Number of pamphlets at end of year, 646. 

Number of volumes of fiction issued for home use, adult 55,417; 
iuvenile 16,234; total 71,651. 

Total number of volumes issued for home use, adult 69,802; 
juvenile 39,210; total 109,012. 

Other circulation, music, 8; magazines, 349; pamphlets, 73; pic- 
tures, 2,089. 

Borrowers registered during year, 2,009. 

Total number borrowers, 15,419. 

Registration period, six years. 

Number of newspapers and periodicals received regularly, 111. 

Medical library, 8. 

Total number, 119. 


RECEIPTS 
eceiptsauity of Little Rock 2... ek $ 9,969.87 
PES co. Pen Nee ah eee et ae 4 542,96 
Duplicate pay eolccuan ae See ty oh Leena a sae WIGS 
Re eg ee ore es i oe 1 07709.36 


EXPENDITURES 


Books ‘2. U.S oe SS See ee, er re 
PertodiGals 3205 ee eg 193.80 


Binding 4.2520 8 32) aoe 525.19 
Salaries ........ ne ela ce RS ol he aR it he he 5,742.00 
Heat. ck okt chia FS ee as as oe ee Pe 251.88 


Light; fans 23.8 oe5 3 2 i ee 157.90 
Postdse,: postal cards... 2 98.45 


PrintinigwA euch bo ees an 100.15 
Freight, dray, express... ....... ieee inky Ae a 103.34 
Office and mending supplies... 260.42 
Building: supplies .2.. 52 ee haa 93.13 
Water,.ice oe. 13.50. 
Lantern’ slides... ee 33410 
Electric pump and installation, for furnace... .. 367.90 
Repairs and furnishings _....... 2 =e 104.65 
Furnishing for Branch: 339.00 
Micellaneous<...... ee 32.24 


Total 2a 


Book ADDITIONS DURING THE YEAR 


E 
By CLASSES CIRCULATION By CLASSES 


Classes Adult Juvenile Ce Total Adult Juvenile Total 
ranc 

Philosophy 37 3 10 50 568 28 596 
Religion 46 14 0 60 734 594 1328 
Sociology 258 73 36 367 1586 6759 8345 
Philology 15 0 2 17 171 4 175 
Science 39 30 31 100 720 1756 2476 
Useful Arts 32 18 7, 202 1718 800 2518 
Fine Arts 66 16 19 101 750 816 1566 
Literature 192 41 35 268 2969 4986 7955 
History 200 25 25 250 2007 2897 4904 
Travel 66 49 24 139 1081 3255 4336 
Biography®). 144 — 22) 44 9210 948 1065 2013 
General 154 13 3 170 459 16 475 
Fiction Tol 157 355 1243 55510 16234 71744 
Foreign 2 0 0 2 571 0 571 
Total 2081 461 636 3179 69802 39210 109012 
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The Library receives the following periodicals regularly for its 


reading room: 


American Architect 
American Art News 
American Boy 

American City 

American Magazine 
American Magazine of Art 
Architectural Record 
Army and Navy Journal 
Art World 

Art and Decoration 
Atlantic Monthly 
Bookman 

Breeders Gazette 

Catholic World 

Century Magazine 
Christian Science Journal 
Christian Sentinel 
Country Gentleman 
Country Life in America 
Current History Magazine 
Current Opinion 
Delineator 

Dial 

Electrical World 
Elementary School Journal 
Everybody’s Magazine 
Forecast 

Foreign Mission Journal 
Garden Magazine 

Good Housekeeping 
Harper’s Bazaar 

Harper’s Magazine 
Illustrated World 
Independent 

Industrial Management 
International Studio 
Journal of Political Economy 
Ladies Home Journal 
Library Journal 

Life 

Literary Digest 
McClure’s Magazine 
Manual Training Magazine 
Manufacturers Record 


Matilda Ziegler Magazine for the Blind 

Modern Priscilla 

The Nation 

National Geographic 

New England Historical and Genealog- 
ical Register 

New Republic 

North American Review 

Our Dumb Animals 

Outing 

Outlook 

Panama American Bulletin in En§lish, 
Spanish, French and Portuguese 

Photo Era 

Popular Mechanics 

Public Libraries 

Quarterly Journal of Public Speaking 

Reader’s Guide 

Review of Reviews 

St. Nicholas 

Scientific American 

Scientific Supplement 

Scribner’s Magazine 

Sea Power 

Survey 

System 

Touchstone 

U.S. Patent Office Gazette 

Unpopular Review 

West at Work 

World’s Work 

Youth’s Companion 

NEWSPAPERS 

Arkansas Democrat 

Arkansas Gazette 

Boston Transcript 

Chicago Tribune 

Christian Science Monitor 

Commercial Appeal 

New York Times 

St. Louis Globe-Democrat 

U.S. Official Bulletin 

Congressional Record 

All Arkansas state papers 
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Little Rock Public Library 


Little Rock, Arkansas 


Annual Report for the Year 1919 


USE OF THE LIBRARY 


The number of books circulated for use outside the building was 
126,265 volumes. This figure is much larger than the circulation for 1918, 
which was 107,31]. This increase is due to the return to more normal 
conditions and to the fact that beginning with the first of October the 
library permitted any person to borrow as many books of any class as he 
might choose. The large increase in-circulation indicates that this privilege 
is appreciated. 


ACCESSIONS 


New books added during the year total 2,183. This increases the 
library’s resources to 32,841. The library received as gifts, during the 
year, 762 volumes. The pamphlets total 955; of this number 206 were 
added during the year. ‘This library has always been especially fortunate 
in receiving gifts. This vear Mr. J. F. Loughborough gave nearly 300 
books in French; which had belonged to Miss Loughborough, a French 
scholar and sometime student at the Sorbonne. These form a valuable 
addition to the splendid collection of French books given by Mrs. U. M. 
Rose, and will be shelved with the Rose collection. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


The amount expended on the library this year was $10,234.46; of this 
amount $583.32 was collected in fines and $487.74 from. the. -dunlicate, pay. 
collection. r 
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JAN 2 8 1938 
THIS YEAR UNIVERSITY 8F ILLINO! 


As a part of the great work of reconstruction, the library has added 
many valuable books on business, the various trades and many technical 
subjects. These have been constantly used. Americanism in every phase has 
been constantly in mind in the selection of the books for general reading. 


———THE LITTLE ROCK PUBLIC LIBRARY IS FREE TO ALL——— 
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ARKANSAS 
1819-1919 


HAT was Arkansas like a hundred years ago? Fortunately, Thomas 
NWR rep a young man who made an exploring trip through this part 
of the country, kept a very good diary, and we of today are privileged to 
read in his “Journal of Travels into the Arkansas Territory During the 


Year 1819,” just what he saw on this journey a hundred years ago. 


The greater part of the population of 14,000 lived on the banks of 
Arkansas’ several streams. Nuttall secured passage on a merchant boat, 
making about eighteen miles a day, up the Arkansas river. On the river 
there passed them cargoes of furs and peltries, and many Indians. The 
country abounded in wild cats, panthers, bears and wolves, as well as 
bison and wild turkey. Occasionally there were glimpses of the Indian 
villages, as the Osages, Cherokees and Quapaws were then living along the 
banks of the Arkansas, numbering in all about five thousand. Among the 
Indian settlements were scattered some white settlers, especially the French 


farmer, with his typical crop of cotton and corn. 


Thomas Nuttall, while in the vicinity of Little Rock, stopped at 
Edmund Hogan’s, a Georgian, said to have been the first permanent settler 
of Pulaski county. This early Arkansas traveler was much interested in 
the products of “Arkansa.” “Nature has done so much and man so little 
that we are as yet unable to appreciate totally the value of the resources 
of the soil. Rice has been tried on a small scale, and its success as a 
crop has been satisfactorily ascertained. The richest soils produce sixty 
to eighty bushels of maize to the acre.” One farm was producing at that 
time 1,000 io 1,500 pounds of cotton to the acre. Nuttall thought the 
climate must be ideal for peaches. 


So the little party continued its leisurely journey up the river to Fort 
Smith, which in those days was a garrisoned fort and an outpost of 
civilization. . Nuttall says of this little journey up the river: “At present 
all is irksome silence and gloomy solitude, only flocks of parrots occasionally 
awake the echoes.” Quite different would be the diary of an aviator who 
should travel the same journey today, seeing beneath him a beautiful and 
prosperous country, teeming with happy and contented people. 
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“Little Rock ] Public Library — i 
Little Rock, Arkansas SS hae 
' henaal fae ae 4920 ee 
“USEOFTHELIBRARY si (assis 
7 he Library circulated for use outside the building 134, 788 volumes ace oak : es 
Siti the year 1920.. This i is a substantial gain of 8,523 yolumes over 1919, os IE ue 
. Of this number 38 ,038 were books loaned to children, and 4,808 y were ve Toaned_ EE E opt 
See, the Branch Library for ‘the colored people. | 8 
ACCESSIONS eo ee 
: ‘The ee state ve the city’s finances combined: wwcth tlie Syeriicrensee: = ro : we 
coat’ of books, has. not permitted many book purchases during the year. oo : o 
: Two thousand and sixty-seven volumes were added io the library ; of this. a g Cee 
x g number 767 were gifts. The local chapters of the Daughters of the American ie ee 
: ne : . Revolution have placed in the section devoted. to genealogy a very valuable aos ; : 
Sat is ; collection of reference’ material. “The- Virginia Magazine. of History. and — : : 
at ev : Biography,” in twenty-six volumes; ‘ ‘Colonial Families of the United States : 
sige : in America” and Munsell’s “Index to American Genealogies” ‘were. added - & : : = 
-e E to this section See the ‘past year. : 
se) "DISBURSEMENTS - oe 
ae || The amount expended ‘on- the library” in 1920 was $11, 363, 84; a : I 
: ae TE ~ this: amount $604 A3 was collected at the. desk. in fines and $644. 58 from = : 
es the delicate pay collection of new fiction, a os : ; 
a “THIS YEAR| = tee 
‘ i Daring the year, the library ‘took active part ‘in the: publicity cam: 2 
eae : 2 paign- which resulted in the. establishment in the State Department of — ; 3 
= : ve : Education ofa Free ‘Library Service Bureau. : This Bureau will seek to : a : a 
eS ee : forward. library interests all over the state and to “send out traveling libraries - . i x 
eee a: “into the: rural, sections. and ie communities. which Ga not have access: abe : 
aes : a3 toa Leas en ea - cee = : 
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7 ji N 1910 ie Little Rock: Public. ‘Library was epee i ihe ‘pulls 
the gift of a beautiful building worth $88, 000.00. by Andrew, Car- 
lop | : negie helped to make this possible. After ten years it is interest- ‘ 
Pe DEAD: measure: our advancement. © There were 2,160 volumes on- 
ane shelves when the library was. opened, compared to 34,709 volumes now 


accessible to the public. A staff, of two members served the public; at pres- 
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ae ent seven are on continuous duty, During the: first year 3,077 people asked |. 
the. privilege of borrowing hooks; at present there. are 21 953 card- holders 3 reg: 


LO Tas TN 


istered. In 1910 the library was open only a part of. the day, while. at present 

. the hours are 9 to 9 every day i in the week except Sunday and holidays, oi ae 

the Jibrary is open from: 2 until 6. - Provision is made now for the negroes 

_ by a Branch Library on West Ninth street, especially equipped with. books, 
_ magazines. and newspapers, , including a generous: supply of books for 


ae, children, 


collection, as sak as Oe zolleeuene ‘lowe. searay lines. “Chief amon: 


, these are the F ronbh: eee a collection numbering over. fifteen oe 
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oe The following men compose ‘the ‘Library’ Basa ‘Mason Brickhouse, 
c : President; 1 N, Heiskell, George B. Rose, is M. Mehafy, John M.. Moore 4 
Carl Voss, Morris M. Cohn, Judge Jacob. Trieber, c L.. Coleman, | 


Boe I ‘Henderson, ce PL Beard, Conrad Duttlinger and. d. Astley Peay. 
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Little Rock. Public Library 


Little Rock, Arkansas 


Annual Report ra the 1921 


USE OF THE LIBRARY 


One way of measuring the actual use made of a library is by the 
number of volumes which people borrow from its shelves to study or 
enjoy reading at home. During the past year 136,082 volumes were 
loaned for use outside the building. Of this number, 17,081 were 
borrowed by children and 4,484 were loaned from the Colored 
Branch Library. Several thousand reference questions were an- 
swered with material usable only in the building, while the Library’s 
supply of newspapers and magazines is a constant source of pleasure 
and profit to many people. 


ACCESSIONS 
During the year, 2,016 volumes were added to the Library 


shelves, of this number 359 were gifts to the Library. This increases 


the Library’s resources to 36,635 volumes. It is the aim of the 
Library to have on its shelves the best of new fiction as well as the 
most worth-while books in all lines of thought, both interesting and 
instructive. The low state of the city’s finances does not permit of 
as many Book purchases as one could wish, 


DISBURSEMENTS 


The entire cost of maintaining the library for the year 1921 was 
$11,225.45; fine money collected at the desk amounted to $504.22, 


while the money taken in on the pay collection of new fiction 


amounted to $794.50. 


THIS YEAR 


The year 1921 was marked by a steady increase in the use of all 
departments of the Library. There was a great deal of interest in the 
reading of biography and history, while books of ee made their 
usual hia : THE SIBRARY Of Pic 


COO 


Some Books of 1921 


? Have You Read ? 


Lytton Strachey’s life of “Queen Victoria,” a clever sketch of her life and time, including 
Lord Melbourne, Palmerston, Gladstone and Disraeli. “The Mirrors of Washington,” pro- 
vocative characterizations of the nation’s leaders. Wihjalmur Stefansson’s record of his third 
trip to the arctic regions in 1913-1918, entitled, “The Friendly Arctic,” wonderfully interest- 
ing as either science or adventure. “Faery Islands of the South Seas,” an account of James — 
Norman Hall’s year there, told with much delightful humor. “Modern Tendencies in Sculp- 
ture,” by Lorado Taft, an illuminating discussion of both European and American sculpture 
profusely illustrated. Sir Philip Gibb’s frank, sincere revelations and criticisms of govern- 
ments today, in his book, “More That Must Be Told.” “The Mind in the Making,” by 
James H, Robinson, the story of the evolution of man’s mind through the ages. “Modern 
Democracies,” by Viscount James Bryce, the art of popular self-government as it exists 
today among people of various types and under various physical and mental conditions in 
six democracies. “Back to Methuselah,’ by George Bernard Shaw, a play of the life of 
man from the Garden of Eden way into the future as far as thought can reach; done in his 
usual vigorous and caustic style. “Star Points,’ a collection of lovely poems made by 
Gertrude M. Richards. “The Best Plays of 1920-21,” compiled by Mantel and containing 
those plays which everyone wants to read, together with much other interesting information 
about American drama for the year. “The Motor Camping Book,” by Elon Jessup, which 
gives full information regarding equipment for both short and long tours and practical di- 
rections for setting up camp. “Working North from Patagonia,” by Harry A. Franck, in- 
formative, gossipy and full of delightful portraits of the people along his route. 


“The Flaming Forest,” by Oliver Curwood, an absorbing story of the Royal Northwest 
Mounted Police. “The Kingdom Round the Corner,” by Coningsby Dawson, a diverting — 
account of the complications arising from the post-war shake-up in English social classes. 
“Far to Seek,” by Maude Diver, a clever novel which attempts to deal with the Anglo-Indian 
riddle of the half-breed. “Black Bartlemy’s Treasure,” by Jeffery Farnol, a romance of 
pirate days on the Spanish Main, for those who enjoy a startling adventure, “The Brimming - 
Cup,” by Dorothy Canfield Fisher, draws a picture of a delightful family life and the sacri- 
fices which are necessary for its maintenance. “The Orange-Yellow Diamond,” by Joseph 
J. Fletcher, an absorbing murder mystery above the average in plot. “To Let,” by John 
Galsworthy, which concludes the “Forsyte Saga” by telling the love story of Fleur and John 
Forsyie. “Growth of the Soil,’ by Knut Hamsun, a story of peasant life keyed to the 
serenity of the hills, by the winner of the Noble prize in literature. “If Winter Comes,” by 
Arthur Hutchinson, the story of the married life of an idealist and a materialist. “Dangerous — 
Ages,” by Rose Macaulay, an acute character study of four generations of women, all keen 
delineations. “Gunsight Pass,” by William MacLeod Raine, a quickly moving story of the 
adventures of a young Arizonian among cattle thieves. “Quin,” by Alice Hegan Rice, an 
amusing story of a strenuous courtship. “The Silver Sixpence,” by Ruth Sawyer, a story 
telling how an heiress proved her right to manage her own property. “Alice Adams,” by 
Booth Tarkington, the struggles of a small town girl whose parents are poor, told with this 
author’s keen insight into youthful longings and ambitions. “The Young Enchanted,” by 
Hugh Walpole, a delightful romance with London background of 1920. “The Rose Dawn,” 
by Stewart Edward White, which completes the triology with “Gold,” and “The Grey Dawn;” 
these stories picture California’s transition from the patriarchal Spanish rancho to the devel- 
opment brought about by irrigation and the great land booms. “The Enchanted Canyon,” — 
by Honore Willsie, a story alive with the beauties of the Grand Canyon and the effect of — 
this wonderful sight © on the life of a boy. te 
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LITTLE ROCK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 


Annual Report for the Year 1922 


USE OF THE LIBRARY 


The growing appreciation of the Library is shown by its in- 
creased patronage registered in the number of volumes taken from 
the Library for home reading and by the use of the collection as a 
reading and reference library. In greater proportion than the in- 
crease of the collection has been the use of the Library’s resources. 
During the year 142,821 volumes were loaned for home reading to 
the 22,095 resgistered patrons. The average daily circulation was 
470 volumes. 


Work with the children has formed a large part of the year’s 


effort. Stories were told to 1,876 children. There were 14,737 


books loaned to children from the City School Room Collections 
supplied by the Library; 2,139 were loaned to children from the 
playground centers conducted by the local Playground Association 
during the summer months, while 25,111 books were borrowed 
from the shelves of the Children’s Room at the Library, making a 
total of 41,987 books taken home by the children of the city. 


The reference collection of dictionaries, encyclopaedias, atlases, 


year books, fact books, Who’s Who, bound magazines, etc., is in © 


constant use. The very valuable collection of material on Arkansas 
geology is in much demand, while the files of current newspapers 
and magazines afford recreation and benefit to many. 


ACCESSIONS AND DISBURSEMENTS 


During the year 1,688 volumes were added to the entire Library; 
of this number 193 were gifts. The collection of books in the main 
Library numbers 33,156, while those in the Branch Library for 
Negroes number 2,121 volumes. This makes a total of 35,277 vol- 
umes in the entire collection. The entire cost of maintaining the 
Library for the year 1922 was $12,094.54; of this amount, $534.51 
was collected in fines, while the money taken in on the pay collec- 
tion of new fiction amounted to $1,141.58. Expenditures for books 
amounted to $2,167.05. It is hoped that a more generous sum of 
money may be spent for books during the coming year, as the 
demand for the new and the old is far outstripping the supply. 
Juvenile literature is especially needed. 
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THE PLAYGROUND MOVEMENT 


‘s|1TH the increasing emphasis on the leisure time move- 
{|} ment as a great constructive force in our national life, 


the playground is assuming more importance. Twenty- 
four hundred cities in the United States and Canada 
have supervised play under the direction of the Play- 


ground and Recreation Association of America. This means 
that America’s young people will be healthier, stronger and 
abler citizens. That more people every year realize the im- 


portance of play is shown by the increased expansion of mu- 


nicipal recreation programs to include community-wide events ~ 


in which private organizations and local groups co-operate and 
by the permeating of the whole recreational life of the commun- 


ity by the forces set in motion by the municipal government. 


The Little Rock Playground Association is a part of this 
nation-wide interest in play activities. The work here was be- 


gun in 1921, when two playgrounds provided supervised play. 


Last year there were nine playgrounds open for thirteen weeks, 
with a total attendance of 29,928 children. Games of all sorts, 
swimming, handicrafts, reading and story-telling were provided 


for the children, under the direction of a splendid corps of 


workers. 


The Little Rock Public Library has a small part in this 
worthy movement. A collection of a hundred books was placed 


on each playground with a librarian in charge certain days. 
The children could read the books there or take them home 
with them. Two thousand books were taken home by the 
children. The playground is certainly a forward step in the 
recreation of Little Rock’s boys and girls. 


Jordan-Foster-Hamilton Co. 
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LITTLE ROCK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 


ONIN 


Annual Report for the Year 1923 


QUIN 


USE OF THE LIBRARY 


Each year sees an increased use of the Library for all sorts of 
educational activities. It is often called the adult continuation 
school. Twenty study and civic clubs meet in the new club-room 
recently opened. Some of these meetings are open to the public, 
others limited to the club membership. The Library is open to the 
public continuously from nine in the morning until nine at night 
every week-day; every Sunday from two until six. An increased 
supply of interesting and informing magazines and periodicals draw 
many to the reading room, while the various newspaper files are in 
constant demand. The rental collection of the newest fiction is very 
popular. During the year 140,825 volumes were loaned for home 
reading to the 23,736 registered patrons. 


ACCESSIONS AND DISBURSEMENTS 


During the year 1,937 volumes were added to the entire collec- 
tion. This increases the books in the Main Library to 34,768 volumes 
and the books in the Branch Library for negroes to 2,296, making 
a total of 37,064 volumes in the entire collection. The cost of main- 
taining the Library for the year was $12,729.00; of this amount 
$982.48 was collected in fines, while the money taken in from the 
rental collection of new fiction amounted to $1,128.80. The revenue 
which the city is able to provide for the Library is very inadequate 
to the growing needs of Little Rock. 
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GIFTS TO THE LITTLE ROCK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Wan HE Little Rock Public Library has been unusually 


ty 
Y Yj YZ 


| fortunate in receiving gifts. The entire collection now 
numbers 37,064 volumes, of which 13,356 have been 
gifts, often single volumes and sometimes entire collec- 
tions. In 1867 the Little Rock Mercantile Library Asso- 
ciation opened a library and reading room. ‘This was later 
merged with the Marquand Library provided for the railroad 
men through the Y. M. C. A. About the same time the ladies 
of the Cooperative Club began collecting a library and housed 
it in the old arsenal building in the City Park. 
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Andrew Carnegie very generously gave a library building 


to the city in 1910, costing over $88,000. When it was 


opened to the public on its shelves were many of the books 


from the old Mercantile, Marquand and Cooperative libraries. | 


In 1913 Mrs. U. M. Rose gave to the city the library of 
the late Judge Rose, a wonderful collection of old, rare, choice 
and valuable books, especially rich in French literature and 
belles lettres numbering over 8,000 volumes. A valuable 
addition to the French collection was made in 1919 when 
Mr. J. F. Loughborough gave 300 volumes, the library of his 
sister. From time to time the local chapters of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution have been adding valuable and 
rare books to the genealogy collection which now numbers 350 
volumes. 


The year 1923 brought two unusual gifts to the Library; 
a collection of 4,500 volumes which had comprised the library 
of Camp Pike given the city by the Board of Commerce; and 
a gift of $2,500 from Miss Sarah H. Henely of Chicago, who 
had in years gone by been a teacher in the Little Rock schools. 
It is hoped that this bequest of money will establish a precedent 
and that other sums of money will be given for a permanent 
endowment fund, which would make possible a definite plan 
for the extension of library service over the city. 
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_._.__USE..OF .THE LIBRARY. 


During the past year patrons of the library borrowed for home 
reading 146,112 books. This is five thousand more than were loaned 
the previous year and seems to indicate that the library is increasing 
in its usefulness to Little Rock. Every department of the library has 
felt an increase in demands by the public, the largest increase in such 

requests coming to the reference department. Reading and study in 
the building is becoming increasingly popular. The magazines and 
newspapers offer much of interest to those who have an hour for 
leisurely reading. The open shelves all over the building invite 
people to browse. There has been a steady increase in the use of the 
rental collection of fiction to which 435 new titles were added during 
the year. The children have patronized the library as usual and 
the story-hours have been well attended. There are 24,911 registered 
patrons of the public library. 


_..Accessions and Disbursements __ 


During the year 1,732 volumes were added to the entire collec- 
tion. This increases the books in the Main Library to 36,131 volumes 
and in the Branch Library for negroes to 2,392, making a total of 
38,523 volumes in the entire collection. There have been 1,283 
volumes from the Camp Pike collection already made available to the 
public. The cost of maintaining the library for the year was $15.- 
156.84; of this amount $1,208.93 was collected in fines, while ‘money 
taken in from the rental collection of new fiction amounted to 
$1,245.44. The revenue which the city is able to provide for the 
library is very inadequate to the growing needs of Little Rock. 
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such AL have already been made and are being ono 
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COUNTY LIBRARY EXTENSION 


Requests for county library service are coming to the Little 
Rock Public Library from all over Pulaski County. So many 
good highways and the closer co-operation between city and 
country make possible an extension of the use of the library to | _— 
allthe county. This is the day of the county unit idea, and the Pole 


- library is feeling this impetus to a kindred association and 


interest. 


A beginning of this work can be made by extending the i 
privileges of the library to all of Pulaski County. Deposits of 
books at convenient places would be eagerly welcomed. Sever 


the county, youll be an ideal arraoeie ne It is hoped. that 
this service will soon be extended to the entire county. | 


Extending the privileges of the library to the county is a 
part of the nation-wide movement for better adult education: 
opportunities. Every intelligent human being, in passing be- 
yond the stage of elementary instruction, aspires to a knowledge 
of the facts and meaning of human life, and for those conditions — 


- of mind and soul and body which will enable him to realize - 


something of life’s beauty and riches. The library has a larg 
share in all such efforts to enrich and enlarge the life of adults. 
In the rural districts only limited facilities exist for adult educa- 
tion. ‘The county extension of the library service has already 
won heartiest commendation wherever tried. It is hoped that — 

Pulaski County will be included among those counties which 


provide its people with unlimited possibilities for adult educ 
tion. 
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